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Tel: 01664 434736   Email: thebellinnfrisby2@gmail.com
www.thebellinnfrisby.co.uk

T he Bell Inn 2 MAIN STREET
FRISBY ON THE WREAKE
MELTON MOWBRAY
LE14 2NJFine Ales and Good Food

Bookings  
advised 
please

FOOD SERVED EVERY  
EVENING - 5.30 - 8.30PM

TUESDAY NIGHT 
Homemade Pies

WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 

Sausage & Mash

LUNCH TIMES
Wednesday & Thursday 12 - 2pm

Friday & Saturday 12 - 2.30pm

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12 - 4pm
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Over 20 years of experience aimed at you. 

Treating all muscle and joint pain, spinal pain  (whether acute or persisting) 
and sports injuries. 

     With the right advice you can soon be confident to manage    your life 
the way you would like to.  

 
Online appointments available 24/7 

www.meltonmowbrayphysioplus.co.uk
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CubeRoot Energy Ltd  0116 2603545 
www.cuberoot-energy.co.uk 

• Energy efficient gas, oil and biomass boilers 
    20 year old boiler 60% efficient, new boiler 93%  

• Solar photovoltaic and solar hot water systems 
• Servicing and repair of all types of renewables  
• Energy performance certificates 
• Energy efficient electrical and plumbing services 
• OLEV approved vehicle charging installer
• Home battery systems from Tesla/Powervolt/Enphase
 

82 Broad Street, Syston, Leicestershire, LE7 1GH 

Visit our website to view our completed projects and customer testimonials

Solar panel repairs and servicing 
Come to the experts in renewables and energy efficiency 

We specialize in 

Degree qualified engineers will consult, specify and install your project  

Up the Wreake!
The magazine provides an open forum for contributions on all aspects of life 
in the Upper Wreake villages and beyond. Opinions expressed in it are not 
necessarily the view of the trustees or the editor.

Copy for inclusion in any particular month’s issue should reach the editor 
before 15th of the preceding month.

Editor: Sue & Melissa Boyden, 6 Prince Charles St, Asfordby, Melton  
Mowbray LE14 3YJ Tel: 07714 752105/07868 485557: sueboyden@msn.com

Advertising: Josie Brown, 3 Manor Farm Court, Tilton on the Hill, Leics  
LE7 9LS Tel: 0116 259 7663 E-mail: newellandjosie@btinternet.com

Deliveries: Simon Blake Tel:01664 434580 E-mail: simon_blake@tiscali.co.uk

Treasurer: Malcolm Britton, 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby, Melton Mowbray 
LE14 2NH Tel: 01664 434490 E-mail: mrbritton1946@gmail.com
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   A note from the Editors 
 

2020 is finally here hooray.  We hope 
you all had an amazing Christmas and 
a Very Happy New Year. 
 

As you may be aware, we are taking 
over from Antonia who has done a 
fabulous job with the Magazine for 
the past 3 years.   
 

We are very much looking forward to 
working with everyone and  
continuing to make this Magazine the success that it has been for many years. 
Sue & Melissa Boyden 

 

 

OBITUARY     
Derek Banfill 

 
 

 

Mr Derek Banfill, who contributed much to primary 
school education in Leicestershire, died recently at 
the age of 90 leaving his wife Lilias and daughters 
Sara and Sian. 
Derek was born in Swansea in 1929, the middle 
child between 2 sisters. The family lived in a road 
with a chapel at one end and St Helens rugby and 
cricket ground at the other. These typify some of 
Derek’s main interests – Welsh choirs and sport.  
 

He passed the scholarship but, before starting at 
the local grammar school, the boys were evacuated 
en masse to an inland village for the first term. 

Summer holidays were spent on his cousin’s farm in Gower helping with the harvest. 
His interest and love of nature probably began here where he learnt to identify birds, 
animals and trees. He was only 15 when he left school. 
 

Derek wrote in his autobiography: ‘Before teaching, I worked first in a bank, then in a 
succession of jobs: a civil servant in a Forestry Commission office, a sales manager of a 
wholesale fish merchant’s business and finally with a pick and shovel building a road. A 
child learns much from playing with a set of bricks so I like to think this variety of jobs 
was my set of bricks that helped shape values that defined my role as a teacher and 
head teacher.’  
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His 2 years National Service were spent at Bletchley Park as a wireless operator where 
he had to sign the Official Secrets Act. Later, he trained as a teacher at Worcester 
College. 
 

After teaching in secondary schools in Birmingham and Bristol Derek joined the British 
Forces Education Service in northern Germany. Here he realised he preferred teaching 
primary aged children and soon he was appointed head of a school there.  
 

He was attracted by the philosophy of Leicestershire Education Authority and applied 
for a job. On his way back to Germany after his interview he met his future wife Lilias 
and they were married the following Christmas. 
 

After a year working in Leicestershire, Derek applied for a teaching job in Bermuda. 
Unfortunately, the school’s philosophy wasn’t what Derek expected and, after a year, 
the couple returned to Leicestershire. Derek was appointed head of Scalford Primary 
School before moving to the Hall School in Glenfield.  
 

He was one of the first heads to introduce health education in primary schools in the 
county and had a keen interest in drama. Retiring from the Hall School in Glenfield in 
1988 after 15 years, Derek used his valuable experience advising and encouraging 
Leicester post-graduate students in their teaching practice.  
 

This was a part-time post and he spent much of the remaining time refining the art of 
creative writing. He went on to write four books about his life and was working on his 
last one, which was to be about his philosophy of education based on his personal 
experiences. It was called ‘Have you tried love?’ Sadly, he didn’t have the time to 
complete it but fortunately his last writing is still on the computer. 
 

An eye injury in his younger days affected the rest of his life. He enjoyed listening to the 
radio and audio books and was keen to keep fit: completing 20 minutes exercise every 
day before breakfast, sometimes using weights. When the weather was good enough, 
he would practise his golf swing in the garden after lunch. 
 

A large congregation in St Thomas of Canterbury Church celebrated the life a loving 
family man, an accomplished writer and a dedicated teacher. At the end of the service, 
after listening to a medley of Welsh songs, the congregation rose to its feet for the 
Welsh National Anthem, a fitting tribute to a proud Welshman and a true gentleman. 
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January  
2020 

 

Churches Together in the 
Upper Wreake 

 

January 1 
Wednesday 

9.15am NO Service today - 

January 4 
Saturday 

3.00pm NO Messy Church today - 

January 5 
Christmas 2 
Epiphany 
 

8.30am BCP HOLY COMMUNION Frisby Parish Church 

10.30am COVENANT SERVICE Hoby Methodist Centre 

January 8 
Wednesday 

9.15am Wholeness and Healing 
Eucharist 

Frisby Parish Church 

January 12 
The Baptism 
of Christ 

8.30am BCP HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Brooksby Parish Church 

9.45am SILENCE – CONTEMPLATIVE 
PRAYER 

Rotherby Parish Church 

10.30am FAMILY SERVICE Rotherby Parish Church 

January 15 
Wednesday 

9.15am BCP Holy Communion Frisby Parish Church 

January 19 
Epiphany 2 

8.30am BCP HOLY COMMUNION Hoby Parish Church 
10.30am CAFÉ CHURCH Frisby Methodist Centre 

January 22 
Wednesday 
 
 

9.15am BCP Holy Communion Frisby Parish Church 

January 26 
Epiphany 3 

10.30am HOLY COMMUNION Ragdale Parish Church 
10.30am SERVICE Frisby Methodist 

Church 6.00pm EVENING PRAYER Kirby Belllars  
Parish Church 

January 29 
Wednesday 

9.15am Midweek Communion Frisby Parish Church 

 

For other services in the South West Framland Group (SWF) 
please contact the SWF Office on 01664 561909  

or email clusteradmin@btinternet.com 
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Kirby Bellars Parish Council 

 

The Council  
There are 5 Parish Councillors in Kirby Bellars – they are Angus Smith (Chair), Clair 
Ingham, Alan Batten, Teresa Simkin and David Davies. Although there was an election 
scheduled in May the number of nominations did not exceed the number of places so 
the candidates were all declared elected without a poll taking place.  
Our Parish Clerk is Victoria Webster. You can find out more about what the Parish 
Council is doing and how to contact us through our website: 
https://www.kirbybellarspc.org.uk/ . We will say a bit more about the individual 
councillors and their interests in the coming months.  
 

Wild Flower Verges  
Not using our roadside verges for the benefit of wildlife is a wasted opportunity. At 
our most recent meeting we decided to approach the County Council with a view to 
planting wildflowers on the verges alongside the A607 as it passes through the village. 
The County Council is responsible for verge maintenance and so has to give consent to 
any plan to change the management of the verges.  
 

Lime Trees Leading to Church  
Kirby Bellars is blessed with a magnificent avenue of lime trees and on Main Street 
leading to the church. During a storm in August a major branch blew down. This was 
because one of the trees was infected with a fungus, severely weakening the tree. 
After examination the County Council decided that it was necessary to remove further 
limbs to make the tree safe. This is why you cannot see what is currently just a bare 
trunk, where there was a whole tree.  
 
 
 



11

 
 

Bridge over the River Wreake  
The bridge at the bottom of Washdyke Lane needs to be underpinned to prevent it 
falling into the river. Contractors began the work in September but then the rains 
came. Since October the river has been running at too high a level to make it possible 
to continue the work. At one point the water was running so high that it came above 
the cab roof of an excavator that was in standing in the river bed. Work has now been 
halted for the winter and will be resumed when river levels fall again in the Spring.  
David Davies  

 

Hoby Church Toilet and Servery Project. 
During the second week in December the disabled toilet facilities were fitted and the 
plumbing and electrics put in place. The floor tiles were also put down. Sadly the 
church wasn't ready in time for us to use it for the Carol Service. Church services 
should be able to start back in church by mid January. 

 
 

 
The pictures are of the newly fitted disabled toilet and of the north west corner of the 
church being prepared for the installation of the servery. 
Maureen and Vic. 

 

 
 

 Stepping Out – The Musical  
Many thanks to all who attended the recent production 
of Stepping Out – The Musical at Hoby and District 
Village Hall. White Cobra so wanted to bring it to Hoby 
and they did a magnificent job in adapting it to fit our 
minute stage and their director reckoned we were the 
best audience they had experienced on their tour. We 
were able to make a small profit and £150 has been 
donated to Loros. Again, many thanks to the Village Hall 
committee for their help in preparing the stage for the 
production.  Terry Fleming 
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Local Roman Catholic Churches – Mass www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/parishes 
St. John the Baptist 
01664 562274 

 Thorpe End, Melton Mowbray LE13 
1RB   

 Sun 9am 

St Francis Convent  Dalby Rd Sat: 6pm, Sun 10.30am 

St. Gregory the Great 
0116 2608476 

24, The Banks, Sileby LE12 7RE.                  Sun: 9am 

The Devine Infant of 
Prague 

63 Broad St, Syston LE7 1GH 
www.divineinfantofprague.org.uk 

Sat: 6.30pm 
Sun: 11am 

St. Mary’s  
01509 262123 

97, Ashby Road, Loughborough LE11 
3AB www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk 

Sat: 6pm 
Sun: 9am & 11am 

 

 

THE PARISH OF THE UPPER WREAKE 
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd David Harknett  
(01664) 434517 Email: david.harknett@btinternet.com   
 

To whom all initial enquiries for baptisms, weddings and funerals should be made. 
Reader: Canon Malcolm Britton (01664) 434490 Email: mrbritton1946@gmail.com 
Administrator: Canon Vic Allsop  Group Office: Great Dalby Methodist Church,  
29 Main Street, Great Dalby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 2ET. Office hours: Tuesday & 
Friday 9.15am to 2.30pm.Tel.: (01664) 561909  Email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com 

Church wardens                                (01664)                                            (01664)                                                      
FRISBY Pru Smith 434468 Simon Blake 434580 
K. BELLARS Vacant    
HOBY Vic Allsop 434697 Maureen Coleman 434120 
ROTHERBY Lesley Potter 434511 Sue Smith 434175 
BROOKSBY Malcolm Britton 434490 Jeanne Knowles 0779 623 5444 
RAGDALE Jane Burgess 434003   

 

 

Contacts for our Methodist Centres 
Bookings  Frisby Centre - Mrs Jenny Hurst 01664 840479 jennyhurst52@yahoo.co.uk 
Hoby Centre - Mrs. Deb Charles 01664 812874 manddcharles@btinternet.com 
Pastor - Mrs Janet Norburn 0116 2695295   
 

Non Church Activities at the Frisby Methodist Centre 
On Fridays during term time - Stay and Play (Toddler Group) 1-30 - 3pm  
Each Monday 10.45 - 11.45 Pilates - Each Tuesday, 6.15 - 7.15pm Aerobics On the 3rd. 
Wednesday afternoon, Drop In. 2 - 4pm.  
Every 4th. Thursday, Tea & Cakes, 2.30 - 4.30pm. 
Non Church Activities at the Hoby Methodist Centre 
Each Monday and Thursday, 10am - 12 noon, Computer group.  
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Community Get-Togethers 
 

The Parish Community Hub held its most recent get together in November at 
Sysonby Knoll for the Christmas Lunch. There is no Community Lunch in December 
which means the next event will be at: 
 

Kirby Village Hall,  Kirby Bellars on   
Tuesday 28th January 2020 

Lunch at 12pm for 12.30pm start. 
 

If you would like to come and join those who are 
coming along please contact either: 
Annette Piper 840627, Davina Bates 454201 
Vic Allsop 434697, Maureen Coleman 434120 or 
Janet Norburn 0116 269 5295 
 

 

Do come and join us, you will be made very welcome. 
The Community Lunch Team take this opportunity to thank all who come to lunch, 
volunteer or who have driven for us during 2019.  
 

The Community Lunch Team.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Frisby Friendship Club (Frisby Village Hall) 
We meet on the first Thursday of each month from 

10.30am – 12 noon 
 
      January 2nd  Jhone Billings 
  Join with us for some convivial company, homemade 
refreshments, raffle, dominoes / whist or simply chat in 
friendly surroundings. 

Details: Jhone Billings 01664 434582 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Kirby Bellars Drop In Kirby Village Hall 
On the first Wednesday of each month 

From 2.30pm – 4pm 
(Details: Olive Batten 812913 
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Frisby Methodist Centre 
We meet on the third Wednesday of each month  

2.00pm – 4.00pm. 
We play cards, dominoes, have a chat to catch up on the 
village news. We also have tea and biscuits and every so often 
we go out for lunch or afternoon tea Please come and join us.  
Details Pat Earle 434283  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Tea and Cake at Frisby Methodist Centre 
We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month  

2.30pm – 4.30pm. 
Please come and join us 
Jenny Hurst & Pru Smith 

 

 
 
 

 

Hoby and District Village Hall 100 Club – December Draw 2019 
1. No 15 Simon Cowman £100 – Hoby 
2. No 38 Jim Earl £20 – Hoby 
3. No 70 John Hendy £15 - Hoby 
4. No 73 James & Catherine Haworth £10 – Hoby 

 

   Drawn by the Village Hall Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Frisby Old School Group 
A huge ‘Thank you!’ to everyone who came along to the FOSG Christmas Dinner Dance 
in Frisby Village Hall on 7 December.  82 of us had a fantastic evening and, in the 
process, about £1100 was raised for The Old School.  This will be used for the 
playground re-fencing project planned for 2020. 
Special thanks to Sara Groom and her team who provided us with such a lovely meal 
and to all those who donated raffle prizes, including Ragdale Hall, the Bell Inn in Frisby 
and the Cheney Arms in Gaddesby.  Also to everyone who helped with the hall 
preparations and the clearing up afterwards. 
We’re planning to hold another dinner dance in December 2020, so do look out for 
details a little nearer the time. 
Jane, Sasha & Leona 
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Cleaning Rota & Flower Arrangement for June 
Hoby Cleaning & Flowers Rota to follow – Currently being revised for 2020 
Rotherby Cleaning 16th & 23rd  Jan 

30th  Jan 
 Sandy Parker 434067 
 Vi Spencer 434241 

Kirby Bellars Cleaning  January - Judy & Alfred Buerling 
Kirby Bellars  Flowers January Mrs Machin 

Frisby Cleaning   1 Jan - 14 Jan 
 15 Jan - 28 Feb 

Mrs L Chidlow    Mrs H Sercombe 
Mrs S. Brooksby Mrs J Howes Mrs A. Butler 

Frisby  Flowers   1 Jan - 14 Jan 
 15 Jan - 28 Feb 

Mrs M Cooper   Mrs S. Hill     Mrs. N Hillier 
Mrs S. Brooksby   Mrs J Howes    Mrs A. Butler 

Ragdale All Saints  
Cleaning & Flowers  

Mrs Lindley 434038 - NB: Should you need to use 
the large gate to the church, a key can be obtained 
from Mr. R. Bowley, 434865. 

Hoby Internet Café
Can I remind readers that the Hoby Internet  
Café (The Greasy Spoon) is open on Monday  
and Thursday mornings at the Hoby  
Methodist Chapel, from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. 
We have laptops available and an IPad and can 
 give basic instructions on their use to non  
technical people. If you have your own  
equipment and want some help bring it along, 

we’ll get you started. The café is open to everyone who lives in the area and a small 
charge of £2 is made to cover costs of your tea/coffee and biscuits. If you just want  
to pop in and have a natter, you are most welcome. Terry Fleming 01664 434442

Please post all copy for the February edition of  
  Up the Wreake! to

Sue Boyden 
Email: sueboyden@msn.com 

Mobile:07714 752105 
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Vida’s January Gardening Tips 
A very Happy New Year to you all, here‘s hoping we have a great gardening year and 
just a little bit less rain.  
January is mostly the same jobs as December with the added excitement of looking 
forward to starting the new planting season.  
Sit somewhere warm with your seed catalogues and get the list of required seeds ready 
and always look for something new to try, I usually try to grow a vegetable that I 
probably have never eaten but its new experiences that make life interesting .  
Once you have ordered your seeds don’t forget to keep the glass in the greenhouse 
clean so it allows as much light in a possible so when you start sowing the seeds have 
the best chance of growing.  
Garden tools need to be sharp, clean and any repairs done 
ready for the new growing year so check them all over and 
do any required work on them.  
Keep warm, stay safe on icy ground and don’t go bother 
going out if the snow is covering the ground.  
Vida Gregory 

Up the Wreake! 
Would you like to advertise your business with us for the next 12 months? 

Please contact: 
Josie Brown 
Tel: 0116 259 7663 
E-mail:
newellandjosie@btinternet.com

Up the Wreake costs per annum 
 Full page - £200
 Half page - £150
 Third of a page £100
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The Children's Society. 
I am pleased to be able to tell all 
the Children's Society box 
holders that the November 
collection amounted to the 
marvellous figure of £614.93 
A huge thank you to you all. 

It is good to know that at this time of year we are able to support children and young 
adults with shelter and care at vulnerable times in their lives, 
I do have two spare boxes if anyone would like one. Please ring 434280 
Once again, thank you. 
June Allsop 

 

Hoby with Rotherby Tree Wardens. 

 
This picture shows the Hoby with Rotherby Heritage and Tree Wardens Garry and 
Candice Barker planting 90 trees in a paddock at Hoby by kind permission of Chris and 
Sue Wainwright. The trees were provided through Leicestershire County Council and 
the Woodland Trust free of charge. 
 

 This triangular shaped planting it is hoped will create a small wood and add to the 
tree cover in the parish.  
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Tree Planting at Brooksby 

 
 

 
 
Over 400 trees were 
planted at Brooksby at the 
end of November by 
Brooksby Melton College 
and Leicestershire Young 
Farmers. 
The trees were planted as 
part of the #IWill4Nature 
campaign, in partnership 
with the Woodland Trust. 
This has meant that recent 
tree planting across the 
Parish and in all four Parish  

 
 

Wards have seen more 
than 500 trees planted 
which is a major 
contribution to becoming 
Carbon Neutral and a 
major response to the 
Climate Emergency. 
The pictures are of the 
Young Farmers Groups and 
the area of trees they 
planted. 
 
Hoby with Rotherby Parish 
Council 
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The Tree Charter has an annual 
celebration, Tree Charter Day, which 
last year was held on November 30th 
2019. The theme was tree planting. To 
that end the Parish Council was able to 
deliver four young English Oak trees, 
one to be planted in each of our 
communities of Hoby, Rotherby, 
Brooksby and Ragdale.  

 

The trees have been grown locally 
from locally collected acorns. These 
trees in the future it is hoped will 
assist in maintaining the tree cover in 
our parish at a time of significant tree 
loss due to Ash Dieback, and they will 
also perform the important task at 
this time of Climate Emergency of 
carbon capture. The Parish Council 
thanks all those who agreed to the 
planting of one of these trees on 
their land. 
 

The picture is of the oak tree planted 
at Hoby, Hoby with Rotherby Parish 
Council. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This tree was the one planted at Ragdale 
and has now been planted.   

It’s located on the corner as you enter 
the village from Hoby. 
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Hoby with Rotherby Parish Council. 
 

The draft Neighbourhood Development Plan for the villages of Brooksby, Hoby, 
Ragdale and Rotherby is now available for you to comment on before it continues its 
journey for a Parish referendum in the Spring of 2020 See the Plan and its 
supporting documents on the Parish Council website: 
 

https://www.hobywithrotherbypc.org.uk/ndp-documents.html 
 

We live in an era of rapid transformation - technology, work, climate - so no plan can 
reliably predetermine the future. But we can put down some simple benchmarks 
that protect those aspects of our communities that we value. 
 

We are all the custodians of our heritage. 
 

Please send in your views by 5pm on January 20th 2020 
 

 
The picture was taken at the public consultation which was held at Brooksby Parish 

Church on 4th Dec. 2019. 
 

NDP Working Group for Hoby with Rotherby Parish Council 
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South America Adventure Part Two We boarded our expedition ship which was a 
“green” ship, in other words a hybrid running on electricity largely drawing its power 
from batteries. The ship was equipped with surface radar, ice radar and underwater 
radar and sonar systems to maximise safety and to navigate in uncharted waters. 
Our journey started by sailing down the Patagonian Fjord fields along glacier alley which 
was stunning. Glacier after glacier shining white in the bright sunshine. We passed some 
small islands & then approached Cape Horn. We were very fortunate that the sea was 
calm enough for us to land at Cape Horn, apparently only one in five ships are able to do 
this. 
 

Upon landing, there was a climb of 170 
steps to the top of a hill & the views were 
superb. Over the years, 800 ships have 
been wrecked here, losing the lives of more 
than 10000 sailors. There is a memorial in 
the shape of an albatross to these men.  
 

There is also a lighthouse which we visited 
and met the keeper. And finally a small 
Church built of wood.  
It was humbling to be in such a special place at the tip of South America. 
Whilst on Cape Horn and back on the boat we saw many birds including the magnificent 
condor, the Wandering Albatross and the Black Browed albatross. We also saw the 
Chilean Skua, Southern Giant Petrel, Cape Petrel, Southern Fulmar, Sooty Sheerwater & 
Blue Petrel.      
 

We then sailed down the Drake Passage to Antarctica. This is the body of water between 
South America's Cape Horn, Chile and the South Shetland Islands of Antarctica. It 
connects the southwestern part of the Atlantic Ocean (Scotia Sea) with the southeastern 
part of the Pacific Ocean, extends into the Southern Ocean and is allegedly the most 
terrifying and dangerous sea in the world. We were SO lucky in that it was like a lake, 
unbelievably calm. 
We cruised Antarctica and were taken by Zodiacs (rubber dinghies) to different islands 
to trek & climb looking at the penguins, seals & birds, The views were amazing and 
everywhere was pristine as there were no people there. The temperature was between 
minus 7 & minus 10 but felt colder with the wind chill. For me the highlight was camping 
on the snow. We took our tents, toilets etc by Zodiac to a small island & the ship sailed 
away. We had only penguins & seals for company & the silence was magical. Every so 
often though you could hear the noise of the glaciers as the snow & ice rumbled down. 
As we sailed south the ice got thicker & we reached a point where the ship just cracked 
its way into the ice, put down the gangway & we disembarked and walked around on 
the ice. The sun was shining & everywhere looked wonderful. The ship manoeuvred out 
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of the ice & later that day we were taken on a long ride by Zodiac on the open water to a 
Ukrainian weather centre. It is staffed by 10 men & two women and they have been 
there for 8 months through the harsh winter. It was all very interesting as apart from 
meteorologists they have biologists & geologists there. The place was surrounded by 
penguins that were so funny waddling about. They had a small souvenir shop & we 
bought some postcards & stamps, wrote the cards & left them there to be posted. We 
shall see whether they ever arrive. The vodka was good as well!! 
After a very interesting afternoon, the Zodiacs took us back to the boat. We turned 
north and went through the Lemaire channel in the beautiful evening sunlight. 
 

On another island there was a breeding colony of about 6500 pairs of gentoo penguins. 
It was great fun watching them.  We saw one pair mating & when they had finished the 
male stood up & squirted poo out of his backside! We also saw eggs that had been stolen 
by the petrels, a problem here. Another day we were ice cruising in the Zodiacs & saw 
some whales. 
 

Our final day was spent on Deception Island, so called because its outward appearance 
is as a normal island, but when you sail through the narrow entrance of Neptune's 
Bellows, it reveals itself to be a ring around a flooded caldera. A caldera is a large 
volcanic crater. As we approached the top of the hill, it was a sheet of ice & the excellent 
expedition team had cut steps in the ice to make it easier to negotiate. 

 
 

Today was our last land sighting of 
Antarctica, Elephant Island to be 
precise. This is named after the 
elephant seals that make their home 
there (as well as for its elephant-like 
shape). The island is located 150 
miles off the tip of the Antarctic 
Peninsula, in the outer reaches of the 
South Shetland Islands.  

 
 

Covered in ice and towering above the surrounding Southern Ocean, it’s truly a sight to 
behold. There is a statue of Captain Luis Pardo who was a Chilean Navy officer who, in 
August 1916, commanded the steam tug Yelcho to rescue the 22 stranded crewmen of 
Sir Ernest Shackleton's ship, Endurance, part of the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition. 
The crewmen were stranded on Elephant Island. 
 

The ship stopped for us to take photos of the statue & also the thousands of penguins 
that were lining the rocks. There was a large glacier which was very impressive & it was 
good to have this opportunity to stand on deck & reflect on our experiences before 
saying good bye to this wonderful continent. FInal part next month. 
Jeanne Knowles 
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HOBY & DISTRICT WI 
 

 
 

January Supper 
Thursday 9th January,  

7.30pm, Hoby & District Village Hall 
At our January Supper we are serving up an old favourite - bangers & mash 
(vegetarian varieties available).  
The festivities will be over, the fridge will be empty so why not join us for an evening 
of good food and good wine with good friends. 
 Price for guests: £15.00 (two courses and wine).  
You are all most welcome but to ensure that we have enough food and wine can you 
let Sue know if you intend to join us on:  

01664 434866; secretaryhobywi@gmail.com 
 

HOBY & DISTRICT WI 
2020 Programme 

9th January:    January Supper 2nd July:   Afternoon Outing to Westbrook  
                 House 

6th February: Wine Tasting n/a 
5th March:      Easter Crafts 3rd September: Tai Chi 
2nd April:        East Midlands Immediate  
                        Care  Scheme (EMICS)  

1st October:   Artist in Residence: The  
                        Grand Canyon 

7th May:         Resolutions 5th November: AGM & Craft Evening- 
decorations for the WI Tree Festival Tree 

4th June:        Sophisticated Ladies 3rd December: Willow Weaving – 
                          Christmas Decorations 
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Help Save St Peters Church - Village Walk  
12th January 

St Peters Church 10.30am  
£5 per head 

Everyone welcome including dogs, for a gentle guided Village Walk. Hot soup 
and bread rolls to be served in the church afterwards. 

www.fb.com/savestpeterschurch 
 

 
Hoby and District Local History Society Events – 2020 

 

'Death is a Marketplace Where All Men Meet' - an 
Introduction to Swithland Slate Headstones  

by Colin Hyde  
 

Hoby & District Village Hall (LE14 3DT),  
Wednesday 15th January, 7.30pm 

 

 
 
 

Many people have noticed 
Leicestershire's rugged and 
characterful Swithland slates on the 
roofs of older buildings in the county. 
Quarried from Roman times to the 
end of the 19th century, Swithland 
slate has been used for many things 
over the years and this talk will be a 
look at its use for headstones in  

churchyards. The grey, blue and purple tinges of the slate add huge visual appeal to 
the region’s churchyards, while the content of the carvings – like headstones across 
the world – tell us something of the people and cultures that created them. 

 

Colin also has an interest in local history in Leicestershire & Rutland, and 
photographing and recording urban and rural environments, which is how the 
current talk developed. 

] 

All are welcome; the price for non members is £2.00 (pay on door).  
 

For further information contact:  
Diane 01664 434422 / secretary@hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 

www.hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 
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HOBY & DISTRICT WI 
Wine Tasting 

 
Thursday 6th February 

7.30pm Hoby & District Village Hall 
February wouldn’t be February at the WI if there wasn’t a wine tasting evening. This 
time we will sample 6 Spanish wines under the guidance, as ever, of John & Maureen 
Coleman.  Price for guests £7.50 
 

The WI is a great way to get to know your neighbours and to relax and enjoy good 
company after a hard day. Everyone is welcome but can you let Sue know if you 
intend to join us so we can be sure to have enough of our famous supper to go round:  
 

01664 434866; secretaryhobywi@gmail.com 
 

 

 

HOBY OPEN GARDENS 2020 
All Saints Church 800th Anniversary Open Gardens 

Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st June 
 

 

Entrance £5.00  - 11am to 5pm both days. 
Our Open Gardens event has been raising money for All Saints Church for over 20 
years. All proceeds from the 2020 800th anniversary Open Gardens will go towards 

further improvements to facilities within the church. 
If you would like to help we would love to hear from you. 

Contact Diane on: 01664 434422; diane@horsfste.plus.com 

 

Save the Dates   
By popular request Edgar Cuzinskis will be performing at Brooksby Church  

on 16th April 2020.   
_________________________________________________________ 

Cossington Open Gardens  
24th & 25th May 2020 

More details later. 
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Financial advice on… 
• Pensions 
• Life Assurance 
• Income Protection 
• Retirement Planning 
• Savings & Investments 

Tel: 01664 483124 www.MillLane.com 
20 Norman Way, Melton Mowbray LE13 1JE

Mill Lane Asset Management is a trading style of Active Financial Partners Limited
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Head Of�ice: 5 Lancer House, Hussar Court, Westside View, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7SE
Tel: 02392 239810  

Asfordby based serving Melton’s villages

Please call me on 
07917 832468 or 01664 513000 

to book or to discuss your requirements.
www.martinsofasfordby.com
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Bathroom Installations, 
Central Heating Istilations

and Repairs

REARSBY
01664 424226
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•

HAIR STUDIO
UNISEX SALON

Full head of highlighting mesh / foils
- from £62.00 including blow dry

Gents hair only - £8.00  ·  Clipper cut - £6.50
EAR PIERCING - £15.00

includes gold studs and aftercare
Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon

Thursday and Friday late night opening

01664 424802
40 THE GREEN, THRUSSINGTON

Church Lane, Frisby on the Wreake
Sessions Mondays & Thursdays 

9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9.00am - 12 noon
For further details contact

Suzie Hefford on
01664 434784 / 434316

St. Mary’s Way Car Park  
(Next to Argos) 

Nottingham Street,  
Melton Mowbray

Telephone: (01664) 500729
Complete Picture Framing  

Service and Gallery
Tapestry and Needlework  

stretched

Hoby & District
Village Hall

is available for hire for
short meetings, Craft Fairs,
Children’s Parties, Dances  

and Special Occasions.

Telephone 
Miranda Turner-Pope 01664 434259

or
email: hobyanddvh@hotmail.co.uk

for further information

Your 
Advert
Here

Contact: Josie Brown Tel: 0116 259 7663  
Email: newellandjosie@btinternet.com

THIS  
SPACE FOR 
£100



34

Fully heated Kennels & Cattery
2 acre paddock for exercising

Doggie Day Care
Animal Foods

www.kirbykennels.co.uk

Tel: 01664 812102

Open all year
to board your Dogs and Cats

VIC COOPER
CONTRACTS

 Professional Builder  
& Property Developer

For all your building needs
Estimates & advice freely given

Tel: (01664) 434432
email: coopersstable@yahoo.com

Rooftop Infinity Pool and Thermal SpaRooftop Infinity Pool and Thermal Spa

* Spa Days * Spa Breaks * Evening Escapes *

Ragdale Gift Vouchers make the ideal gift

www.ragdalehall.co.ukwww.ragdalehall.co.uk or call  01664 43483101664 434831

Antonia Doyle
 Photography

Weddings, christenings, corporate events,  
studio, product & portrait photography.

www.flickr.com/photos/antonia_doyle/albums

www.antoniadoylephotography.com
Warren Farm, 27 Main St, Hoby, Leicester LE14 3DT    

Tel: 07768 193849


