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www.strawberrylettingsandsales.co.uk  Tel: 01509 414787

One of the last remaining independents,
offering a personal, high quality service.

Do you have a property
to Sell or Let?

Offer! – 20% of all

fees Strawberry earn 

from selling or letting 

in the Wreake area

will go towards the

Rotherby Church Fund

Selling or letting your 
property in the
Wreake area?
We offer a FREE no obligation valuation
We provide professional photos
We always provide a floor plan for sales and lettings
We have over 30 years’ experience within the property industry
We have excellent local knowledge and provide realistic valuations

Quiz Night on the last Tuesday of every month

Tel: 01664 434736   Email: thebellinnfrisby2@gmail.com
www.thebellinnfrisby.co.uk

T he Bell Inn 2 MAIN STREET
FRISBY ON THE WREAKE
MELTON MOWBRAY
LE14 2NJFine Ales and Good Food

Bookings advised

CHRISTMAS MENU AVAILABLE

Tuesday night for  
Homemade Pies 

5.30 – 8.30pm

FOOD SERVED
Wednesday to Saturday  

(Wed Sausage & Mash Night)
12.00 – 2.30pm       5.30 – 8.30pm

Traditional  
Sunday Lunch
12.00 – 4.00pm

from Wednesday, 5th December
Quiz Night on Friday, 18th December
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CubeRoot Energy Ltd  0116 2603545 
www.cuberoot-energy.co.uk 

• Energy efficient gas, oil and biomass boilers 
    20 year old boiler 60% efficient, new boiler 93%  

• Solar photovoltaic and solar hot water systems 
• Servicing and repair of all types of renewables  
• Energy performance certificates 
• Energy efficient electrical and plumbing services 
• OLEV approved vehicle charging installer
• Home battery systems from Tesla/Powervolt/Enphase
 

82 Broad Street, Syston, Leicestershire, LE7 1GH 

Visit our website to view our completed projects and customer testimonials

Solar panel repairs and servicing 
Come to the experts in renewables and energy efficiency 

We specialize in 

Degree qualified engineers will consult, specify and install your project  

Up the Wreake!
The magazine provides an open forum for contributions on all aspects of life 
in the Upper Wreake villages and beyond. Opinions expressed in it are not 
necessarily the view of the trustees or the editor.

Copy for inclusion in any particular month’s issue should reach the 
editor before 15th of the preceding month.

Editor: Antonia Doyle, Warren Farm, 27 Main Street, Hoby, LE14 3DT  
Tel: 07768 193849 E-mail: antoniadoyle7@gmail.com

Advertising: Josie Brown, 3 Manor Farm Court, Tilton on the Hill, Leics  
LE7 9LS Tel: 0116 259 7663 E-mail: newellandjosie@btinternet.com

Deliveries: Simon Blake Tel:01664 434580 E-mail: simon_blake@tiscali.co.uk

Treasurer: Malcolm Britton, 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby, Melton Mowbray 
LE14 2NH Tel: 01664 434490 E-mail: mrbritton1946@gmail.com
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December 
2018 

Churches Together in the Upper Wreake 

December 1 

Saturday 

 

3.00pm Messy Church Frisby Methodist Centre 
December 2 
Advent 1 
 

10.30am UNITED ADVENT EUCHARIST Rotherby Parish Church 
6.00pm United Evening Worship Hoby Methodist Centre 

December 5 
Wednesday 

9.15am Midweek Communion Frisby Parish Church 

December 9 
Advent 2 

10.30am UNITED ADVENT EUCHARIST 
and Baptism of Daniel Blaza 
 

Brooksby Parish Church 

December 10 

Monday 

7.00pm CHRISTMAS CAROLS Brooksby Parish Church 
December 12 

Wednesday 

9.15am Midweek Communion Frisby Parish Church 
December 14 

Friday 

9.30am FRISBY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE 

Frisby Parish Church 

December 15 

Saturday 

3.00pm TEA AND CAROLS Frisby Methodist Centre 
December 16 

Advent 3 

10.30am UNITED ADVENT EUCHARIST Frisby Methodist Centre 
3.00pm CAROL SERVICE Kirby Bellars Village Hall 
6.00pm CAROL SERVICE Rotherby Parish Church 

December 19 

Wednesday 

 

 

9.15am Midweek Communion Frisby Parish Church 
December 21 

Friday 

7.00pm CAROL SERVICE Ragdale Parish Church 
December 23 
Advent 4 

10.30am UNITED ADVENT EUCHARIST Ragdale Parish Church 
6.00pm UNITED CAROL SERVICE Hoby Parish Church 

December 24 
CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

6.00pm UNITED CHRISTINGLE SERVICE Frisby Parish Church 
11.15pm UNITED FIRST HOLY 

COMMUNION OF CHRISTMAS 
Brooksby Parish Church 

December 25 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

9.30am UNITED FAMILY SERVICE Hoby Methodist Centre 

December 30 
Christmas 1 

10.30am UNITED SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION 

 

Kirby Bellars Village 
Hall 

 
For other services in the South West Framland Group (SWF)  

please contact the SWF Office on 01664 561909  
or email clusteradmin@btinternet.com 
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The late Gordon Currer 
 

 

Frisby has lost a very talented artist, retired 
engineer, a man who could turn his hand to anything 
and a highly respected resident by the death of Mr 
Gordon Currer at the age of 91. It was in 1966 that 
Mr Currer with his wife, Sheila, and family Deborah, 
Jill and Tim came to live in Hall Orchard Lane.  
Gordon’s early life was spent in and around London. 
He was the youngest of the 2 sons of Harry and Edith 
Currer and his father served in the RFC during the 
first world war. 
Gordon attended primary schools in Enfield.  
From an early age Gordon showed an interest in 
drawing and modelling. Galleons were a favourite 
subject– small ones made of wood or, at Christmas 

time, of walnut shells. In 1938 he passed the 11+ exam and obtained a place at Enfield 
Grammar School. There he achieved the right balance between academic and physical 
education and represented the school at football and cricket. The war was an exciting 
time for a young schoolboy and Gordon joined the Air Cadet Corps and delighted in 
plane-spotting, using the Morse code and each morning collecting and identifying 
shrapnel from the previous night’s raids. 
 

In 1943 Gordon qualified to go to university but, due to the war and his family’s 
financial situation, he had to abandon this idea. 
 

His first job was in the Supplies Dept of the London County Council at Clerkenwell and 
Gordon volunteered for service in the Fleet Air Arm. This subsequently proved to 
determine the direction of his future career. He was 17 in 1945 when he was kitted 
out and sent to HMS Daedalus at Melksham for Air Mechanic training. There followed 
a short period in Northern Ireland prior to being shipped to Ceylon. He served the rest 
of his time in the Fleet Air Arm aboard HMS Illustrious. It was on board Illustrious that 
he renewed his interest in drawing and painting. 
 
Released from the armed forces he returned to working for the LCC Supplies Dept 
now based at County Hall Westminster. This was not very satisfying after service life 
had opened up so many new possibilities. Consequently, Gordon enrolled on an 
electrical engineering course at Enfield and gained his National Diploma with other 
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qualifications to follow. 
 

He gained his first job earning the princely sum of £6 a week and by now was courting 
Sheila whom he had met at the Royalty Ballroom Southgate during a ‘ladies excuse 
me’. He joined the Enfield Old Grammarians FC only to find another member was 
Dennis Cooper, the curate who married Gordon and Sheila on August 18th 1951. 
 

At a service of celebration and thanksgiving for Gordon’s life in Frisby Parish Church, a 
warm tribute was paid to him on behalf of a former work colleague, Mr Robin Bailey. 
Working as a corrosion engineer, Gordon rose to management positions in the 
industry before setting up as a self-employed consultant, finally retiring in 2000 at the 
age of 73. He travelled widely round the world and his work led to home moves from 
Hunsdon near Ware in Hertfordshire to Wheathampstead, near St Albans and finally 
to Frisby on the Wreake. Memories of a long-standing good neighbour and friend in 
Frisby were shared on behalf of Mr Derek Banfill. 
 

Tim Currer spoke of his father’s sense of humour, his love of dogs, his talent as an 
artist with the Kirby Bellars Group of Artists and his ability to construct anything to a 
very high standard, including an immaculately finished 14-foot sailing dinghy. 
 

Apart from his skills and talents, Gordon will be remembered for his attention to 
detail, humility, patience, consideration, compassion, integrity, fairness, humour and 
love for his family and friends. Gordon was a true gentleman in both meanings of the 
term and our sympathy goes out to Sheila, her children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 
 

 

Act of Remembrance - St Michael’s & All Angels, Brooksby  
 

Part of David Harknett’s remit in the Parish of the Upper Wreake is Chaplaincy work at 
Brooksby College. As a result of this he was asked by David Kirkby, Construction Tutor, 
to arrange an Act of Remembrance for some of the students.  
A simple Service took place in Brooksby Church on November 8th which was attended 
by 40 students, 2 tutors and a learning support assistant.. Poems & prayers were read 
and we included the Two Minutes Silence starting & finishing with the Last Post & The 
Reveille. All the students stood quietly respectful during this time.   
Dennis Marshall-Hasdell spoke briefly of his time as a fighter pilot in The Falkland’s 
War and Nick Leah, one of the tutors spoke about his time in the first Iraq War. It was 
good for these young students to hear first hand from two local people who had 
actually been involved in combat. 
We plan when appropriate to hold more of these short Services. 
Jeanne Knowles Churchwarden St Michael’s & All Angels Brooksby 
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Community Monthly Get-Togethers 

December 2018 Community Lunch. 

The Parish Community Hub held its most recent get 
together in November for the Christmas Lunch at 
Sysonby Knoll in Melton Mowbray. 

There is no Community Lunch in December 2018. 
 

The next event will be the Community Lunch at: 
The Bowls Club, Melton Mowbray on   

Monday the 21st January 2019 
Lunch at 12pm for 12.30pm start. 

If you would like to come along please contact either: 
Annette Piper 840627, Davina Bates 454201, Vic Allsop 434697, Maureen Coleman 
434120 or Janet Norburn 0116 269 5295 
 

A big thank you to every one of our many valuable volunteers. In particular those who 
volunteer to drive and collect people for the Community Lunches. Do come and join 
us! New people are coming along all the time. 
The Community Lunch Team.

 

 
Kirby Bellars Drop In 

Kirby Village Hall 
On the first Wednesday of each month 

From 2.30pm – 4pm 
(Details: Olive Batten 812913

 

Frisby Friendship Club (Frisby Village Hall) 
We meet on the first Thursday of each month from 

10.30am – 12 noon 
6th December (Janet Brown)

Join with us for some convivial company, home-made 
refreshments, raffle, dominoes/whist or simply chat in 

friendly surroundings. 
Details: Jhone Billings 01664 434582
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Afternoon Tea and Cake 
Frisby Methodist Centre 

We meet on the  
4th Thursday of each month  

From 2.30pm – 4.30pm. 
We play cards, dominoes, have a chat to catch up on the 
village news. We also have tea and biscuits and every so 
often we go out for lunch or afternoon tea Please come 
and join us. Jenny Hurst & Pru Smith

 

Frisby Village Hall 100 Club Winners November 2018 draw. 
 1st Prize £50 Sue Britton 67 
               2nd Prize £20 Steve Hall 70 
               3rd Prize £5  Chris Lawman 80 

Drawn at the Frisby Wine Society Meeting 

Hoby & District Village Hall 100 Club November 2018 
1. No  8  Mr Peter Turner £20 – Hoby 
2. No 72 Mrs Penny Williams £15 – Hoby 
3. No 77 Mr Jeff Rainbow £10 – Hoby 

Drawn by the Village Hall Committee. 

Friends of Rotherby Draw   November 2018 
1.  No  72   Liz Seguro                £20 
2.  No  41   Tim Lawrence         £15 
3.  No  69   David Harknett       £10 

Drawn at Rotherby Church event on November 7th 
 

 
DOG WALKER 

Caring – Professional – Reliable 
Call Tracey Turner on 01664 434158 

(Ansaphone) 
07787 558751

 
 

 

Afternoon Tea and Cake 
Frisby Methodist Centre 

We meet on the  
4th Thursday of each month  

From 2.30pm – 4.30pm. 
We play cards, dominoes, have a chat to catch up on the 
village news. We also have tea and biscuits and every so 
often we go out for lunch or afternoon tea Please come 
and join us. Jenny Hurst & Pru Smith

 

Frisby Village Hall 100 Club Winners November 2018 draw. 
 1st Prize £50 Sue Britton 67 
               2nd Prize £20 Steve Hall 70 
               3rd Prize £5  Chris Lawman 80 

Drawn at the Frisby Wine Society Meeting 

Hoby & District Village Hall 100 Club November 2018 
1. No  8  Mr Peter Turner £20 – Hoby 
2. No 72 Mrs Penny Williams £15 – Hoby 
3. No 77 Mr Jeff Rainbow £10 – Hoby 

Drawn by the Village Hall Committee. 

Friends of Rotherby Draw   November 2018 
1.  No  72   Liz Seguro                £20 
2.  No  41   Tim Lawrence         £15 
3.  No  69   David Harknett       £10 

Drawn at Rotherby Church event on November 7th 
 

 
DOG WALKER 

Caring – Professional – Reliable 
Call Tracey Turner on 01664 434158 

(Ansaphone) 
07787 558751



10

 
 

Frisby Village Hall 
Our hall is vacant on Thursday afternoons and we 
wonder whether anyone would like to start a 
Bridge or Whist Club, or similar? We have Bridge 
and Whist tables available for use and a kitchen 
for preparing refreshments. The cost of hiring the 
hall is £8 per hour. If you are interested, please

contact one of the following members of the Frisby Village Hall Committee:- Thea 
Lawman  434359  (Lettings Officer), Di Widdowson  434571 (Chair) Rodney Brooksby   
434402 (Vice Chair) 
The Committee would like you to take note of our forthcoming events, so save the 
dates! We will provide more information in forthcoming editions of ‘Up the Wreake’ and 
put up posters around the village: 
 

Frisby Village Hall dates for your Diaries 
Frisby VH Frocks on Parade  Thursday 14th March 2019 
Frisby VH Fish & Chip Quiz  Friday 5 April 2019 
Frisby VH Barbeque   Saturday 3 August 2019 
 

Here is our regular schedule of classes and groups meeting in the hall, which includes a 
new Yoga group, meeting on Monday mornings (10 – 11.30am). Do contact Karen direct 
if you are interested in finding out more: 

day/time activity contact contact number 
Weekly    

Monday Morning Yoga Karen Hamilton 454054 
07906 961673 

Monday Afternoon Bowls Club Ray Casey 434116 
Monday Evening Fencing Club Richard Sharpe 0116 260 8752 

Thursday Evening Pilates Ali Wildt 434421 
07736 475201 

Saturday Morning Keep Fit Jacki Warne 0116 260 8838 
Monthly    
Tuesday Evening Flower Club Jenny Hurst 840479 
Wednesday Evening Wine Club Bob Widdowson 434571 

Thursday Morning Friendship 
Club Jhone Billings 434582 

Bi-monthly    

Saturday Evening Frisby Live 
Concerts John Montagu 07703 648007 
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Frisby Players also hold meetings during the year, when rehearsing plays. 
Thursday afternoons have become available on a weekly basis if any group, club or class 
is looking for a regular venue. 
 

The hall is always available for Weddings, Christenings, Funerals & Birthday parties. The 
hall is very popular for Children’s parties and Bouncy Castles are permitted; however, 
restrictions do apply so please ensure you ask for further details. The Bouncy Castle 
supplier must provide their own insurance.   
Included in the rate of hiring the Village Hall, we provide tables; fully upholstered chairs; 
crockery; cutlery and tablecloths. With our newly refurbished kitchen we now have two 
ovens, a large refrigerator, a hot cupboard and plenty of work surface to cater for large 
functions. We also have a baby-changer permanently installed for parents to use. 
 

For further information please contact our Booking Officer: 
 

Thea Lawman  Tel: 01664 434359 
Email:   frisbyvillagehall@gmail.com  
 

Our website:  http://www.frisbyonthewreake.net/Villagehall.htm  
Facebook:   Frisby Village Hall @FrisbyontheWreake 

 
 

Famous people Leicestershire has 
given to the world 
 

John Flower - Known as 'The Leicester 
Artist' Flower was a landscape and 
architectural artist and was born in 
Leicester in 1793 
Showaddywaddy - The pop group were 
formed in Leicester after two bands met 
at the Fosse Way pub 
Tony Kaye - The keyboardist and song 
writer known for his work with Yes was 
born in Leicester 
Mark Morrison - R&B singer from 
Leicester, best known for single 'Return 
of the Mack' 
Lynda Page - Leicestershire-based saga 
author has written many best-selling 
books 
 

 
 

 
Frisby Players also hold meetings during the year, when rehearsing plays. 
Thursday afternoons have become available on a weekly basis if any group, club or class 
is looking for a regular venue. 
 

The hall is always available for Weddings, Christenings, Funerals & Birthday parties. The 
hall is very popular for Children’s parties and Bouncy Castles are permitted; however, 
restrictions do apply so please ensure you ask for further details. The Bouncy Castle 
supplier must provide their own insurance.   
Included in the rate of hiring the Village Hall, we provide tables; fully upholstered chairs; 
crockery; cutlery and tablecloths. With our newly refurbished kitchen we now have two 
ovens, a large refrigerator, a hot cupboard and plenty of work surface to cater for large 
functions. We also have a baby-changer permanently installed for parents to use. 
 

For further information please contact our Booking Officer: 
 

Thea Lawman  Tel: 01664 434359 
Email:   frisbyvillagehall@gmail.com  
 

Our website:  http://www.frisbyonthewreake.net/Villagehall.htm  
Facebook:   Frisby Village Hall @FrisbyontheWreake 

 
 

Famous people Leicestershire has 
given to the world 
 

John Flower - Known as 'The Leicester 
Artist' Flower was a landscape and 
architectural artist and was born in 
Leicester in 1793 
Showaddywaddy - The pop group were 
formed in Leicester after two bands met 
at the Fosse Way pub 
Tony Kaye - The keyboardist and song 
writer known for his work with Yes was 
born in Leicester 
Mark Morrison - R&B singer from 
Leicester, best known for single 'Return 
of the Mack' 
Lynda Page - Leicestershire-based saga 
author has written many best-selling 
books 
 



12 
 

Hoby Internet Café
Can I remind readers that the Hoby Internet Café 
(The Greasy Spoon) is open on Monday and Thursday  
mornings at the Hoby Methodist Chapel, from 10.00am - 12.00 
noon. We have laptops available and an IPad and can give 
basic instructions on their use to non technical people. If you 

have your own equipment and want some help bring it along and we’ll get you started  
The café is open to everyone who lives in the area and a small charge of £2 is made to 
 cover costs of your tea/coffee and biscuits. If you just want to pop in and have a natter,  
you are most welcome. Terry Fleming 01664 434442

Cleaning Rota & Flower Arrangement for October 
 

Hoby Cleaning     
W/e Sat 1st Dec * (2nd Advent Sat) 

W/e Sat 15th Dec*    

 
Sheila Warner 434895 & June Allsop 434280 
All help with cleaning and putting up 
Christmas decorations at 10am. 
Refreshments provided. 

Rotherby Cleaning  6th & 13th Dec 
20th & 27th Dec 

Sue Smith 
Lesley Potter 

Kirby Bellars Cleaning  David Woodward, Gay Dowell & Wendy 
Roulston 

Kirby Bellars Flower   2nd Dec  
9TH & 16th Dec 

Mrs J Charles 
Mr T Thomas 

Ragdale Cleaning & Flower   Mrs. Jones & Mary Dunford 434273 & 
434847 

Frisby Cleaning   1 Dec - 14 Jan Mrs L Chidlow    Mrs H Sercombe 
Frisby Flowers    1 Dec - 14 Jan Mrs M Cooper   Mrs S. Hill     Mrs. N Hillier 

 
 

 
 
 

HELP needed for Hoby CHURCH CLEANING 
It is the time of year when once again the volunteer rota for church cleaning needs to 
be filled.  This involves volunteers working in pairs for just a couple of hours on 
allocated weeks throughout the year.  Each pair does this just twice a year, these 
sessions being several months apart.  There are no rules about the day of the week you 
choose to use or what cleaning you do - this is left to each pair to decide.  All help is 
gratefully received.  If anyone would like to add their name to the list or if any existing 
volunteers would like to remove their name please contact Vic Allsop as soon as 
possible so that the rota can be finalised for 2019. 
email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com 
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The Bell Inn 
2 Main Street, Frisby on the Wreake , Melton Mowbray LE14 2NJ 

Christmas menu starts on Wednesday 5th December 
 

Tel: 01664 434736 Email THEBELLINNFRISBY2@GMAIL.COM 
 

THE PARISH OF THE UPPER WREAKE 
 

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd David Harknett  
(01664) 434517 Email: david.harknett@btinternet.com   
 

To whom all initial enquiries for baptisms, weddings and funerals should 
be made.  
Reader: Canon Malcolm Britton (01664) 434490 Email: mrbritton1946@gmail.com 
Administrator: Canon Vic Allsop    
Group Office: Great Dalby Methodist Church, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby,  
Melton Mowbray, LE14 2ET. Office hours: Tuesday & Friday 9.15am to 2.30pm.Tel.: 
(01664) 561909  Email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com

Church wardens                                (01664)                                            (01664)                                                      
FRISBY Pru Smith 434468 Simon Blake 434580 
K. BELLARS Vacant    
HOBY Vic Allsop 434697 Maureen Coleman 434120 
ROTHERBY Lesley Potter 434511 Sue Smith 434175 
BROOKSBY Malcolm Britton 434490 Jeanne Knowles 0779 623 5444 
RAGDALE Jane Burgess 434003   

 

THE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
is now available amongst the latest documents on the Parish Council’s website: 

www.hobywithrotherbypc.org.uk
 

Famous people Leicestershire has given to the world 
John Leeson -The voice of Doctor Who's K-9 in the 70s 
Michael Kitchen -Actor and TV producer best known for his role as Superintendent 
Foyle in Foyle's War 
Laurel Aitken -The Caribbean singer and key figure of the ska genre settled in Leicester 
with his wife in the 70's 
Nathaniel Corah - A pioneer of the Textile industry, Corah was born in Leicestershire in 
1777 
John Deacon -The retired musician had a longer career as the bass player of Queen and 
hails from Oadby
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Visit to the Holy Land (Part 1) 
On October 8th a group of 25 people under the guidance of Kevin Ashby, Team Rector 
at St Mary’s Melton Mowbray, set off to visit the Holy Land (Israel). We were a mixed 
group from different faiths & Churches & also at different stages in our faith journey.

We quickly learnt that the main 
cities of Jerusalem, Nazareth & 
Bethlehem are very different from 
Jesus time as these are now large 
modern cities geared up for tourism 
and very crowded. One had to use 
one’s imagination to feel how it 
would have been 2000 years ago 
but, having said that Jerusalem in 
particular is very beautiful, built on 
hills with some lovely views from 
various points around the city

There are however still places like the Shepherd’s fields where the Angel Gabriel 
appeared, the Garden Tomb & the Garden of Gethsemane where it was relatively 
peaceful among the ancient olive trees.

One special time was when we walked through The Western Wall Tunnel below the Old 
City of Jerusalem. This is an area sacred to Jews and exposes ancient Jerusalem in all its 
glory. On leaving the tunnel we came out near the Western Wall which is considered 
holy due to its connection to the Temple Mount. Because of the Temple Mount entry 
restrictions, the Wall is the holiest place where Jews are permitted to pray. It is also 
known as the "Wailing Wall", referring to the practice of Jews weeping at the site over 
the destruction of the Temples and even now weeping can be heard.  
 

The countryside is very beautiful and much like the pictures we would see in our 
childhood story books of Jesus.
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At Herodian National Park where Herod built 
his palace, due to the many excavations that 
have taken place we were able to visualise 
how it would have originally looked. The 
fortress was built on top of a hill where we 
could climb and the views were incredible.   
Another interesting day was spent going to 
Masada, allegedly the most popular paid 
tourist attraction in Israel. This is where in  

73AD the Romans laid siege and when they eventually broke in the 900 Jews inside 
committed suicide rather than surrender. We went by cable car to the top (it is possible 
to walk up but we did not have time to go by that route) and the excavations, 
particularly the mosaics enable you to visualise how it would have looked originally. 
Jeanne Knowles (Read part 2 in our January edition of Up the Wreake! 

 

Greening Framland….. What’s next?
‘Greening Framland’, our first deanery environment evening took place in September. It 
was a diverse and informative evening, much appreciated by the audience who came 
not only from across our deanery but also from the wider diocese. 
The evening finished with a questionnaire to establish the path that people thought the 
project should take next. The overwhelming response was the formation of a DEANERY 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP to share best practices.  
As the next step for the project we plan to form a deanery group early in the New Year 
and would love to hear from anyone who has an interest in becoming a member of a 
local ‘green team’. The exact aim of the group has yet to be established but in broad 
terms the group would help churches and individuals within our deanery to live more 
sustainable lives. 
Further details: 
Revd John Barr 01664 464265 or Suzanne Hooper 01664 812191  

Are you dreaming of a Green Christmas? 

 
12 ways for a Greener Christmas 
Buy cards that are made of recycled paper that also support charities. Ask yourself do 
you need to send a card to folks you see regularly?  Why not send some e-cards to 
friends family?  Try pinning up a ‘communal’ card at work or at church instead of 
sending individual ones. 
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If you already have an artificial tree…. keep using it and make it last as long as possible. 
If you decide to have a real tree buying one with a FSC certification logo ensures it has 
been grown in a way that is not environmentally damaging. 
 

Plan meals and write a comprehensive shopping list to minimise food waste. If you have 
leftovers visit the BBC Good Food leftovers website for recipe ideas. 
 

Buy food with minimal packaging where possible, better still take your own bag to the 
market and buy vegetables loose. 
 

Before Christmas use food which is currently in your freezer to make space for leftovers 
over the festive period. 
 

Put your Christmas lights on a timer rather than having them glowing all through the 
night. 
 

Glitter is made from micro plastics which are have disastrous effects on the 
environment, choose cards and wrapping without glitter whenever possible. Shiny and 
glitter wrapping paper cannot be recycled. 
 

Christmas shouldn’t be a recycling holiday, ensure your visitors are aware of the 
recycling criteria in your area and that they recycle, recycle, recycle! 
 

Try to use recycled wrapping paper, reuse your wrapping paper or choose a 
compostable paper and finish the package off with garden strip or pretty ribbon that 
can be reused. 
 

Plan a vegetarian meal or two during the festive period, not only is it better for the 
environment but your digestive system might thank you too! 
 

If you haven’t already got a compost bin in your garden, ask Father Christmas for one 
this Christmas, then put all of your vegetable waste, shredded envelopes, serviettes 
and dead flowers in it to kick start your compost production. 
 

Make homemade presents of biscuits, cakes, sweets or even flavoured gin.
 
New Railings 
The Parish Council have been asked why the railings 
at the top of the jitty in Hoby have been replaced. 
This work was carried out by Leicestershire County 
Council following a request to them to enable access 
from the jitty to the Main Street with a mobility 
scooter. This work was carried out quickly by the 
County Council and will now enable the disabled 
access requested to now be possible. 
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Hoby with Rotherby Parish Council.  
Frisby School  - Beaumanor Residential 
On Wednesday 3rd October the year 3 and 4 children at Frisby set off on a fun filled 
overnight residential at Beaumanor Hall. For many of the children it was the very first 
time that they had been away from home overnight so it was a big adventure for them! 
On arrival the children enjoyed settling into their cabins and unpacking their things. 
Soon afterwards they took part in a treasure hunt which tested their map skills around 
the grounds. After lunch they had great fun on the climbing walls where they were 
encouraged to work as teams to support each other to climb. 
After a delicious tea in the main hall, it was time to explore the cellars by torchlight! 
They enjoyed numerous games of hide and seek and finally enjoyed finding missing 
staff who equally had fun hiding! Next it was time to relax under the stars with a 
bedtime story and hot chocolate before retiring to their cabins for a well-deserved 
sleep! 
On Thursday the children enjoyed working in teams to build waterproof dens in the 
woods. They had certainly earned their cup of hot chocolate around the campfire! After 
lunch it was time to board the coach back to Frisby where they looked forward to 
sharing their stories with their families. It was lovely to see the children relaxing and 
interacting with each other in such beautiful surroundings. A truly memorable trip that 
they will remember for years to come!
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Brooksby Students Remember……

Students from the Skills for Working Life course at Brooksby Melton College have 
created a striking poppy display on the lawn opposite Brooksby Hall. Each poppy has 
been made from used plastic bottles which were cut up, heated and moulded to 
soften the plastic, painted red and black and attached to sticks or wires to create the 
final product. In addition, the display features wooden crosses made by Level1 
Carpentry and Joinery students. 
 

During the week before Remembrance Sunday, the Revd David Harknett led a 
reflection on remembrance for the students in St Michael & All Angels Church assisted 
by Dennis Marshall-Hasdell of Hoby and Jeanne Knowles, church warden

 

Famous people Leicestershire has given to the world 
Terri Dwyer -The Hollyoaks star was born in Syston 
Joseph Hall -One of the earliest English satirists and was born in Bristow Park in 1574 
Lilian Lenton -Part of the Suffragette movement, born in Leicester in 1891
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The Armistice – 100 years on 

On Remembrance Sunday – exactly one hundred years since the Armistice was 
signed at the end of World War 1, over 140 people gathered in All Saints, Hoby 
to commemorate the fallen. This was the culmination of tracing the progress of 
the Great War by Hoby and District Local History Society during the last four 
years. Activities began on 4th August 2014 with a service and vigil in the church 
on the centenary of war being declared and included researching and recording 
information about the men who were lost and marking each man’s passing with 
a half-muffled quarter peal on the church bells. The war memorial has also been 
restored. 
During the Act of Remembrance Dennis Marshall-Hasdell and Michael Gane laid 
wreaths at the restored war memorial. Mick Charles and Polly Machin shared the 
recitation of John Binyon’s immortal words “They shall grow not old…” Canon Vic 
Allsop read the names of the fallen from the two world wars and The Last Post 
and Reveille, played by Sam Thomas, marked the beginning and end of the two 
minutes silence. 
During the service two letters were read out. One addressed to Mrs Jeffs 
informed her of her son Harry’s death and was read by Diane Horsfield. It was 
this letter which originally kindled the interest in commemorating the WW1 
centenary. Later Richard Knox, in First World War officer’s uniform read out the 
letter from 2nd Lieutenant Cecil Rodwell to his wife describing some of the 
horrors he had faced personally. Mr Rodwell had worked for Admiral Beatty at 
Brooksby Hall and in later life farmed at Rotherby. We were fortunate to have 
his daughter, Mrs Vi Spencer and other members of her family at the service. 
To mark the centenary of the Royal Air Force, Dennis Marshall- Hasdell read Gary 
Claude Stoker’s poem. “Impressions of a Pilot”. The commitment to peace was 
symbolised by representatives of the 6 villages in the Upper Wreake lighting 
candles on the altar. 
Dennis and Jenny Hurst delivered the readings on which The Revd David 
Harknett based his sermon which included playing a recording of the very 
emotive last scene from “Blackadder Goes Forth”.  

Diane Horsfield 
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Vida’s December Gardening tips 
I shall not dwell on the fact the falling leaves are going to drive us all daft and really be 
frustrating when they return before you’ve had chance to finish getting the lawn 
cleared but, be persistent you’ll feel a great sense of achievement, eventually! 
As some of you know I garden for a living and the most important thing I have to do is 
constantly care for my kit. For most people their tools don’t get the use mine do so 
November/December is a great time to get to grips with getting all the work done on 
them 
Here a few pointers 
Spade and fork - rub or wash off any muck. If the handles are wooded then rub them 
with linseed oil, if they are metal spray a bit of 3 in 1 oil onto a cloth and rub down, 
check the handles are firm and in a good condition and the spade blade is not damaged. 
If it is then use a wet stone to rub out any nicks. 
 

Pruners, loppers, shears all get the same treatment. Make sure they are clean and dry. 
I find the blades get a build up of “sticky stuff” from the stems cut so you need to 
remove this and the easiest way is to put a little washing up liquid in a bowl and add 
boiling water then put the blades in for a few minutes. This should remove all the gunk 
easily and if not use some wire wool, leave them to dry and then get the sharpening 
stone out and get the blades nice and sharp. Once that has been done, get the 3 in 1 oil 
cloth and rub the whole item with the oily cloth. Finally spray the springs with the oil 
and put into storage until you need them again. 
 

Mowers – I’m lucky that I have a ‘man who can’ 
take my mower blade off and sharpen it and check 
the mechanical parts are in good order. I do all the 
bodywork cleaning and I try to leave just a little 
petrol in the tank, just enough to start the mower 
every 2 weeks over winter. Put either wood or 
cardboard under the mower while it’s parked up 
as it stops the damp rising up into the engine. If   
you are happier getting a mower specialist to do the work for you there are plenty 
around or ask friends/neighbours to recommend someone. This tip was recommended 
to me when I bought the mower.  Also, it’s a good idea to put either wood or cardboard 
under the mower while it’s parked up as it stops the damp rising up into the engine. If 
you are happier getting a mower specialist to do the work for you there are plenty 
around or ask friends/neighbours to recommend someone.  
 

As the saying goes “look after your kit and it will look after you” 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS.  
Cheers Vida 
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Hoby Village Hall - Christmas Craft Fair 
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Hoby and District Local History Society 
half muffled quarter peals 

 
On October 19th the last of 18 half muffled 
quarter peals took place at Hoby Church. The 
Society of Framland ringers have supported 
this project and rung all 18 of the peals. 
Wendy Saywell of the Society having co-
ordinated and rung on all 18 occasions. 
After the last ring our Rector designate, Revd 
David Harknett dedicated the restored ringing 
chamber window and the new addition of a 
bell in it, to the Society of Framland Ringers 
for their commitment to the ringing project 
and the commemoration of all those 
connected to Hoby who died in the First 
World War.  
Afterwards there was a reception in the church and the exchange of gifts culminating 
in  the group photograph with many it who had rung for us over the last four years. 
As is the tradition with bell ringers we then all retired to the pub for a well deserved 
drink! 
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1918 ~ A year to Remember    

 

On Wednesday 7th 
November Rotherby Church 
was the venue for an 
interesting illustrated talk 
by Richard Knox on '1918 - a 
year to remember'. The 
church was decorated with 
poppies of all kinds to mark 
the centenary of the 
armistice and the floodlights 
tinted red as a mark of 
respect. 
 

In the talk Richard explained the key 
military actions around the world in the 
final year of the war, as well as what 
happened back at home, with the 
extension of suffrage and the terrible 
toll of the Spanish Flu. A particularly 
poignant family grave in Twyford, which 
was showed five members of the Riley 
family who died of the 'flu, was 
recognised as the family of a current 
Hoby villager.   
 

In the aftermath section we learnt how 
Germany was thrown into a civil war, 
how much of the world was either in or 
close to starvation crisis, and how the 
victorious allies carved up the Middle 
East, causing unrest still felt today.   
 

On a more positive note, some lessons   
were learned from the war including a widespread push for better housing and 
more women being able to vote. 
Entry to the talk was by donation to the Royal British Legion and we are very 
pleased to say this raised an impressive £75.50.  
Friends of Rotherby 
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Hoby & District Local History Society 

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY  
CELEBRATION LUNCH PARTY 

At lunch time on 11th November, following 
the Remembrance Day service, nearly 90 
people gathered in Hoby & District village 
hall for the final First World War 
Commemorative event. Our 2018 version 
of the “meat tea” Hoby laid on nearly 100 
years ago following the service to dedicate 
the War Memorial, proved to be a fitting 
end to the many community events that  

 
have commemorated the centenary of the First World War.   

 
 
A very big thank you to everyone who participated in the commemorations, in 
whatever way, during the last four years 
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The Bio-Diversity Value of Scrubland 

 

Scrubland is a natural part of grassland and woodland, and an important 
component of the landscape. Essentially it is the transitional stage between 
grassland and forest. Specific scrubland species self generate in undisturbed 
grassland allowing species such as hawthorn, gorse, blackthorn, elder, bramble, 
dogwood, wild privet and willow to prevail, depending on the soil conditions and 
which species dominate nearby. 
 

Scrub management for wildlife should 
create and maintain a range of features - 
a diversity of shrub species, age and 
structure is essential. 
 

Diverse scrub is the most valuable to 
wildlife. Scrub of varied age, species and 
structure supports the widest range of 
wildlife, as some species depend on
 

specific growth stages of certain plants.  Some species require particular shrubs 
and others a range of habitats in a small patch of scrub. It is important to 
maintain all growth stages, from bare ground through young and old growth to 
decaying wood. 
 

Scrub edges are an important habitat. The scrub edge is often rich in flowering 
plants. These provide nectar for insects and seeds for birds and mammals. Tall 
herbs and grasses growing along the edge of scrub offer shelter for small 
mammals, nesting sites for birds and hunting areas for barn owls, kestrels and 
bats. 
 

Scrub structure is important for birds. Birds nest in a range of scrub types. 
Yellowhammers, linnets, grasshopper warblers and whitethroats favour young, 
scattered scrub. Dunnocks and willow warblers use low-growing, closed canopy 
scrub. Turtle doves, song thrushes and bullfinches use older, mature stands of 
scrub. Nightingales require very dense stands of blackthorn or brambles near 
water filled ditches, ponds or reservoirs. 
 

A number of bird species, including several of the aforementioned species, which 
require scrubland habitat to survive and reproduce, are now on the brink of 
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extinction in the UK. Their dramatic declines over the last 50 years is such that 
they are now listed as RED under the Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (BoCC 4) 
(https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/shared_documents/publications/birds-
conservation-concern/birds-of-conservation-concern-4-leaflet.pdf) 
 

The following scrubland species are now RED listed: 
Tree sparrow, Corn bunting, Willow tit, Turtle dove, Song thrush, Bullfinch, 
Cuckoo, Grasshopper warbler, Mistle thrush, Lesser redpoll,  Linnet, 
Yellowhammer, Whinchat. 

 

 
   
 

What you can do - 
If you are a landowner and want to help you can set aside areas to be left as 
rough grassland to allow scrub to generate and take hold naturally or you can 
plant up small areas of land, say field corners, with scrub species. Scrubland can 
develop quickly in areas such as these if they are left untouched. These 
scrubland areas will need to be managed to prevent them becoming woodland. 
They can be maintained and managed relatively easily as the predominant scrub 
species can be ‘coppiced’ as necessary during late winter, every few years, while 
they are of a manageable size. 
 

Even if you only have a small garden you can plant a small hedgerow, preferably 
double width, with native species to help support local wildlife and create 
wildlife corridors. 
 

We have recently planted a hedgerow in our garden with predominantly native 
species and berry bearing shrubs. Already we are noticing the bio-diversity 
benefits from the increased activity of foraging birds, nectar seeking insects and 
increased numbers of butterflies and moths.  
 

Garry and Candice Barker  gbarker2@btinternet.com 
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Opening Party 
Friday 1st Dec 6-8pm 

Complimentary Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 

‘Festive Christmas Singers’  

Tag and Reserve Your Perfect Tree! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find us at the bottom of Paradise Lane… 

Facebook.com/ChristmasPopUp
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OLD DALBY CHRISTMAS 
TREES

 

 

Open from 25th November everyday
10am – 6pm

Freshly cut Christmas Trees, 
Seasonal Gifts, Fire Logs and more…

Find us at the bottom of Paradise Lane
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Delivery available
Call 07815007467 for special 

orders
Facebook.com/ChristmasPopUp 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Frisby Pre-Winter Litter Pick 
Saturday 1st December 

9.00am to 11.00am (approx.) 
Meet outside Frisby Village Hall  

New volunteers always welcome! 
Bags and litter grabbers provided – please bring your own gloves 

(Phone 434490 for further details) 

Frisby on the Wreake Flower & Garden Club

The Christmas Day School will take place at 
Hoby Village Hall on Saturday 1st December 2018. 

The workshop will be led Alison Suffolk. 
There will be the usual Buffet Lunch. 

Tickets need to be ordered in advance 
as numbers are limited.
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HOBY & DISTRICT WI 

Clarice Cliff – Art Deco Potter 

 

Thursday 6th December 

7.30pm Hoby and District Village Hall 

Clarice Cliff is, today, regarded as one of the most influential ceramics artists of 
the 20th Century and her work is collected, valued and admired the world over. 
With its bright colours and geometric designs, her iconic pottery is instantly 
recognisable. At our December meeting Derek Holloway will speak to us about 
the life & work of Clarice Cliff. 

The WI is a great way to get to know your neighbours and to relax and enjoy 
good company after a hard day. The price for guests is £5.00, £4.00 of which is 
refunded if you become a WI member for the coming year. Everyone is welcome 
but can you let Sue know if you intend to join us so we can be sure to have 
enough of our famous supper to go round: 01664 434866; 
secretaryhobywi@gmail.com   
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FRISBY OLD SCHOOL GROUP (FOSG) 
 
 

Annual Christmas Dinner Dance
Frisby Village Hall

Saturday 8th December 2018
7.00pm for 7.30pm

Tickets £30 – 3-course meal with fizz on arrival

For tickets, contact Jane Sheppard
on 01664 812209 / 07717 699391 
or at sheppardjane@yahoo.co.uk

Come along on your own, as a couple, as a group –
or even book a whole table of 8-10 people

…the more the merrier!

Any donations for the raffle, to be held on the night
would be very much appreciated.
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BROOKSBY  

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION  
in St Michael & All Angels Church,  

on Monday 10th December  

at 7.00pm 

 

with The Ratcliffe Chorale 

 A retiring collection will be taken to support 

 St Peter’s Church, Kirby Bellars which is without a 
roof after copper theft. 

Seasonal Refreshments in Brooksby Hall afterwards 

All welcome 
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Inspiring music  

beautifully sung

HOLD THE DATE! 
SATURDAY 15TH DECEMBER 2018 

7.30pm 
 

Pickwell PCC are delighted to announce that Leicestershire Chorale, widely 
recognised as one of the leading chamber choirs in the Midlands’, will be 

performing at All Saints Church, Pickwell, in a special concert for the Christmas 
season. 

 

The Spirit of Christmas 
Sacred & Secular Choral Music for Advent 

Conducted by Musical Director -  Tom Williams 
Organ - David Cowen  

 

Concert tickets will be priced at £12 and anticipated to be in high demand. 
 

Tickets will go on sale in September, but to secure your place early expressions 
of interest in ticket purchase can be made to Debbie Smith at 
d25smith@btinternet.com or by phoning Debbie on 01664 452113

 

Famous people Leicestershire has given to the world 
Henry Curry – Opened his first store in Belgrave Gate in the 1800s, forming what 
would become the Currys shopping chain 
Derrick Errol Evans -Evans or 'Mr Motivator' moved to Leicester in 1961 
Colin Wilson - The late philosopher and novelist was born in Leicester 
King Lear - Shakespeare legend who now exists in statue form at Watermead Park 
Cardinal Wolsey -Thomas Wolsey was King Henry VIII's almoner and died in Leicester 
on his way to London 
Manish Bhasin - Sports presenter for the BBC spent five years at BBC Radio Leicester
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Eco-Church Awareness Morning 
The Diocese of Leicester will be holding an Eco-Church awareness morning on 

Saturday 12th January 2019. 
If you would like to learn more about how your Church can become more 
environmentally friendly the morning is designed to help you. There will be talks on 
the following topics: 

 Introduction to the Eco-Church scheme;  
 Getting started - PCC approval; how to register; areas covered by the Eco-

Congregation awards; assessment. 
 Moving on – what works; going further; resources available; communication. 

The Eco-Church scheme offers an award scheme to help gain recognition for work 
carried out, whilst the award process will be covered on the morning of the 12th this 
element is entirely optional if you don’t feel working towards an award is something 
your church would want to do. 
The event will be held at St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester from 10am – 
12.30pm. If you would like to share a lift please contact greeningframland@gmail.com 

 

 
Frisby Open Gardens 

8th & 9th June 
Friends of Frisby Church (FOFC) 

 
  

 

Hoby Hop 
15th June 2019 

We are pleased to announce that the 2019 Hoby hop will take place on 15th June with 
a one mile fun run taking place at 10am and 5 mile main event taking place from 
10.30am approx or as soon as the one mile fun run has finished.  
 

This years route map and online entry will be available from the beginning of January 
2019 and entry prices have been frozen again for 2019 @ £10 for the five mile event 
and £2 for the mile fun run with proceeds from the event being donated to rainbows 
hospice Loughborough. 
 

Many thanks again to all of our runners, supporters, marshals and supports who made 
the 2018 event such a successful and fun event for all and we hope to see you all 
again on 15th June next year.
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Hoby and District Local History Society Events – 2019 

“Reading Houses: what to look for to date a house or 
consider its history.” by Mrs Janet Spavold 

Hoby & District Village Hall,  
Wednesday 16th January, 7.30pm 

 

Janet Spavold has studied buildings for most of her life, and this talk 
illustrates the range of domestic architecture from the late middle ages 
to modern times.  It considers how and why changes came about, and 
how to identify buildings from different periods. The illustrations are 
drawn on local examples and examples from other parts of the country. 

Janet Spavold‘s  working life has been spent in higher education, 
first teaching Medieval Literature, then running a Local History 
degree course.  For 20 years she ran a WEA/Nottingham University 
evening class research group in local history and the group 
published three books. Her own research covers a wide range of 
historical material, in recent years centred on Ticknall, South 
Derbyshire.   
All are welcome; the price for non members is £2.00 (pay on door).  

For further information contact:  
Diane 01664 434422 / secretary@hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 

www.hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 
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Remembrance Sunday 
The Parish held a very well attended Remembrance Sunday and Centenary of Armistice 
Day service on 11.11.2018. Over 150 attended the service at All Saints' Hoby. There was 
a retiring collection for the Royal British Legion which raised £570.76 
Maureen and Vic Churchwardens. 
 

Mrs Mary Angela Freer 
Donations in memory of Mrs Mary Angela Freer of Rotherby amounted to £500, divided 
between The Alzheimer's Society and All Saints Church, Rotherby. 
A paschal candle stand for the church will be purchased in Angie's memory. 
 

St Peter’s Church Kirby Bellars 
 Kirby DCC would like to thanks Katie Machin, Emma Lovegrove and Claire Ingham and 
helpers who kindly organised the Harvest Lunch this year.   Thank you also for the 
wonderful Raffle.  The sum raised for St. Peter’s Church was £712.00.  Many thanks for 
wonderful support again this year. 
Good News from ALL SAINTS CHURCH, Hoby. 
The DCC are delighted to inform everyone that the Christmas Craft Market held on 
November 10th raised, after expenses, a total of £682.85, which will contribute to a 
variety of essential on-going projects.  Many thanks for the continued support we 
receive from the people in Hoby and from the surrounding villages. This year’s event 
included three new stallholders alongside established favourites from the area.  Visitors 
were especially interested in watching one of these new stallholders, Chloe Kutkus-
Morton, skilfully painting portraits of local pet cats and dogs. Mrs Jennings, from Old 
Dalby, was the lucky winner of the large Christmas Hamper. 
 

Greetings From Rotherby Church  
Many thanks to everyone who has supported us this year in so many ways, whether it is 
cleaning the Church or supporting our fundraising events, we  would like to wish you all 
a Very Happy and Peaceful Christmas. Please remember our winter walk on Dec 27th to 
which everyone is welcome contact Sue 434175 
 

Thank you to every one of you who have contributed towards Up the Wreake! during 
2018. This magazine would not exist with you - Antonia
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DUETS
A big thanks to all who supported the White Cobra’s latest production “Duets”, held on 
Saturday, 20th October in the Village Hall.  
It consisted of four totally different playlets involving four couples. Some pieces were 
quite poignant but mostly very amusing, the last one particularly hilarious. All 
performed at a high standard by a very versatile company. Unfortunately, this 
production fell on a “half term” weekend so many of our regulars were unable to 
attend but those that did enjoyed a most agreeable evening.  
 

We were pleased to recover our expenses and were able to send Loros a donation of 
£79. A big thank you to the Village Hall Committee for their help in the preparation of 
the stage and for the running of the bar.  
Terry Fleming

Remembrance Sunday Service 
We would like to express our sincere thanks and admiration to Rev'd David Harknett, 
Canon Malcolm Britton, and Canon Vic Allsop, for the Service for Remembrance Sunday 
on the Centenary of Armistice Day. The service was so beautifully planned and 
executed by all those who took part and must have taken a lot of hard work and 
thought in the preparation. 
It will long be remembered as a very fitting tribute. 
Gavin & Enid Laird Craig

 

The Hoby with Rotherby Parish 
Council litter pick on November 3rd was a 
successful morning with more volunteers than 
for our last get together. 
With more people it meant that it took less time 
to do all of the roads in the parish. 
The picture shows the extent of the litter 
collected, which was well down on the  
previous year. The Parish Council hopes that this is a positive trend as people may be 
thinking more about litter and dealing with it sensibly, and not discarding it on to our 
roads and verges. We hope this trend continues. 
Many thanks to all who took part, and with the greater numbers made it a more 
enjoyable occasion. Also thanks to Rotherby and Hoby Churches for being our bases in 
those villages and to Hoby Church for providing the refreshments. 
See you again next year! 
Cllr. Nicola Wheeler  - Chair, Hoby with Rotherby Parish Council.  
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Tony’s Competition Corner 
Answers to Dingbats 3   
1. Can’t spell for toffee. 
 

2. A bird in the hand is 
worth two in the bush. 
 

3. Flat on ones back. 
 

4. Cough mixture.

5. Put a sock in it. 
 

6. Built-in wardrobe. 
 

7. More in sorrow than in 
anger. 
 

8. Point taken. 
 

9. A backward step.

10.A big misunderstanding 
 

11. Broad in the beam. 
 

12. Put on weight. 
 

13. A rise in temperature. 
 

14. Nothing in it.

 

”LOCAL” 
There are 7 Keywords that are not clued, but have something to do with the title. All 
other clues are normal. 

 

Across
1. Keyword
5.   Keyword
7.   Chatter
10. Imperial Measure
13. Foundation
14. Condescend
16. Trinkets
18. Low
19. Indoor Plant
21. Direction
23. Die
24. Card Game
27. Keyword
29. Swindle
30. Rest Periods
32. Wind Instrument
33. Such, So
34. Journey

35. Keyword
39. Close
40. Not Long Ago
41. Keyword
 
Down
1.    Keyword
2.    Band
3.    Volcano
4.    Glorify 

6.    Keyword
7.    Writing
8.    Examine
9.    Secret
11.  Stupor
12.  Age
15.  Scorching
17.  Dreadful
20.  Waver
22.  Tooth
 

25.  Type of Car
26.  King
27.  Trifle
28.  Scornful

         31.  Quarrels
32.   Bed

         33.  Mop
         34.  Lofty

36.  Equal Value
37.  Fish
38.  Organ 
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Famous people Leicestershire has given to the world 
Sydney Lucas - Born in Leicester, he was the last soldier to serve in both World Wars 
Chris Kirkland - The former top flight goalkeeper, whose career was blighted by injury, 
was born in Barwell 
Molly Smitten-Downes - Born in Anstey, she represented the UK at the 2014 Eurovision 
song contest 
Martin Johnson CBE - Former rugby union player and England international - played for 
Leicester Tigers from 1989-2006 
Henry Ernest Atkins -The nine times British chess master champion was born in 
Leicester 
Tony Allcock MBE - Fourteen-times bowls world champion 
Samit Patel - The England and Nottinghamshire Cricketer was born in Leicester 
Alf Adams - Physicist behind the strained-layer quantum-well laser - studied at the 
University of Leicester 
Lydia Rose Bewley - Actress who played Jane in The Inbetweeners Movie was born and 
raised in Leicestershire 
Clare Hollingworth - Born in Knighton, Hollingworth is known as the first war 
correspondent to report the outbreak of World War II 
Michael Abney-Hastings - The 14th Earl of Loudoun, who spent time in Ashby-de-la-
Zouch, was the subject of a documentary which claimed he was the rightful monarch of 
England 
George Percy Bankart - Key figure of the Arts and Craft Movement 
Joan Maureen Baxter MBE - Former editor of the Blue Peter show, introducing the Blue 
Peter badge 
Sir Alec John Jeffreys - Developed DNA fingerprinting in Leicester 
Hugh Latimer - Born in Thurcaston and known as one of the three Oxford Martyrs of 
Anglicanism, Latimer was Bishop of Worcester and Church of England chaplain to King 
Edward VI - but was burnt at the stake in 1555 
John Illsley - Born in Leicester, he was the bass guitarist of Dire Straits and has received 
multiple music awards. 
Jon Lord - Co-founded Deep Purple and was awarded an honorary Music degree by the 
University of Leicester 
Martin Gillingham - English sports commentator, born in Leicester 
Jeremy Bulloch - Hailing from Market Harborough, Bulloch played Boba Fett in the 
original Star Wars trilogy 
Family - The 70's rock band were formed in 1966 in Leicester 
Charlie Clapham  - Attended Ratcliffe College and has starred in Hollyoaks and Kick-Ass
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Celebrating the festive season around the world  
Germany - Tradition: Santa's spooky helper 
As a part of celebrations in Germany as well as Austria and some parts of Switzerland, St 
Nikolaus (the saint on whom many countries base Santa Claus) is accompanied by a 
scary devil-like character as a warning to children no to be bad. In France there's a 
similar figure called La Pere Fouettard. 
 

Italy - Tradition: Presents on a broomstick 
A good witch called La Befana delivers children's presents on January 6th using a 
broomstick rather than a sleigh. But if you've been bad – expect lumps of coal. 
 

Netherlands - Tradition: Sinterklaas and Black Peter 
In Holland Santa Claus is called Sinterklaas. He doesn't live at the North Pole, but in 
sunny Spain and arrives by steamboat with a helper called Black Peter rather than an elf 
 

Scandinavia - Tradition: Porridge instead of cookies and carrots 
Across the region a gnome like character - called Tomte in Sweden and Nisse in Norway 
- is believed to protect barns and brings presents too. Every Christmas the children 
leave a bowl of porridge out for him. 
 

 Australia - Tradition: Rudolph the red nosed Kangaroo 
Of course Down Under Christmas falls in summer. There tradition has it that Father 
Christmas swaps his reindeer for 'six white boomers' or kangaroos. It's also traditional 
to enjoy a barbecue on the beach on the big day. 
 

India - Tradition: Decorating mango trees 
For Christians on the sub-continent fir trees aren't common. Instead mango trees are 
often decorated instead and mango leaves used to brighten up homes. 
 

Greenland - Tradition: Rotting bird feast 
The hardy folk in the Arctic Circle tuck into some unusual dishes. Kiviak is decomposed 
bird that has been wrapped in sealskin and buried under a stone for several months. 
They also feast on mattak, slices of raw whale skin. 
 

Ukraine - Tradition: Spider webs on the tree 
It may sound more like a Halloween tradition than a Christmas one but Ukrainians 
decorate their Christmas trees with spider webs. Legend says that a magic spider once 
visited a poor family at Christmas and turned the webs in their home into gold and 
silver.  
 Venezuela - Tradition: Roller-skating to Church 
In the capital, Caracas, roads are closed off so that locals can blade to morning mass – 
they even tie pieces of string and dangle them out of the window so, if they oversleep, 
passers-by will be able to tug on the string and wake them up. 
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Top End, Great Dalby, Leics  LE14 2HA
(On the Great Dalby to Kirby Bellars road) 

T: 01664 563919
For more information visit

www.marchhousefarm.com

Monday - Thursday 8 ’til 5
Friday 8 ’til 7

Saturday 8 ’til 5
Sunday 10 ’til 4

New farm shop, butchery and deli now open at
March House Farm, Great Dalby

Open 7 days a week: 
Top quality home grown beef, lamb and pork. Fresh fruit and 

vegetables, yoghurt, milk, cheese, honey, oils, preserves, 
bread, pastries and lots more ...

BUTCHERY
& DELI

FARM SHOP
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Financial advice on… 
• Pensions 
• Life Assurance 
• Income Protection 
• Retirement Planning 
• Savings & Investments 

Tel: 01664 483124 www.MillLane.com 
20 Norman Way, Melton Mowbray LE13 1JE

Mill Lane Asset Management is a trading style of Active Financial Partners Limited
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Head Of�ice: 5 Lancer House, Hussar Court, Westside View, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7SE
Tel: 02392 239810  

Asfordby based serving Melton’s villages

Please call me on 
07951 840018 or 01664 513000 

to book or to discuss your requirements.

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS & THE NEW YEAR

www.martinsofasfordby.com
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Bathroom Installations, 
Central Heating Istilations

and Repairs

REARSBY
01664 424226
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•

HAIR STUDIO
UNISEX SALON

Full head of highlighting mesh / foils
- from £62.00 including blow dry

Gents hair only - £8.00  ·  Clipper cut - £6.50
EAR PIERCING - £15.00

includes gold studs and aftercare
Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon

Thursday and Friday late night opening

01664 424802
40 THE GREEN, THRUSSINGTON

Church Lane, Frisby on the Wreake
Sessions Mondays & Thursdays 

9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9.00am - 12 noon
For further details contact

Suzie Hefford on
01664 434784 / 434316

St. Mary’s Way Car Park  
(Next to Argos) 

Nottingham Street,  
Melton Mowbray

Telephone: (01664) 500729
Complete Picture Framing  

Service and Gallery
Tapestry and Needlework  

stretched

Your 
Advert Here

Contact: 
Josie Brown
Tel: 
0116 259 7663
Email: newellandjosie@btinternet.com



46

Fully heated Kennels & Cattery
2 acre paddock for exercising

Doggie Day Care
Animal Foods

www.kirbykennels.co.uk

Tel: 01664 812102

Open all year
to board your Dogs and Cats

VIC COOPER
CONTRACTS

 Professional Builder  
& Property Developer

For all your building needs
Estimates & advice freely given

Tel: (01664) 434432
email: coopersstable@yahoo.com

New Rooftop Infinity Pool now open!

* Spa Days * Spa Breaks * Country Club Membership *

Ragdale Gift Vouchers make the ideal gift

www.ragdalehall.co.uk or call  01664 434831


