Up the Wreake!
April 2018

The Upper Wreake Community Magazine

T he Bell Inn
Fine Ales and Good Food

2 MAIN STREET
FRISBY ON THE WREAKE
MELTON MOWBRAY
LE14 2NJ

FOOD SERVED

Tuesday night for Homemade Pies
5.30 – 8.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday (Wednesday Sausage and Mash Night)
12.00 – 2.30pm

5.30 – 8.30pm

Bookings
advised
please

Traditional Sunday Lunch
12.00 – 4.00pm

Quiz Night on the last Tuesday of every month
Tel: 01664 434736 Email: thebellinnfrisby2@gmail.com

www.thebellinnfrisby.co.uk

Selling or letting
your property?
• We offer realistic valuations
• We produce great professional photos
• We have a great track record
• We provide a nonsense friendly service
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Stress free, Local specialists
Call us now to see what we can do for you!
You’ll be glad you did.
One of the last remaining independents,
offering a personal, high quality service.

The magazine provides an open forum for contributions on all aspects of life
in the Upper Wreake villages and beyond. Opinions expressed in it are not
necessarily the view of the trustees or the editor.
Copy for inclusion in any particular month’s issue should reach the editor
before 15th of the preceding month.
Editor: Antonia Doyle, Warren Farm, 27 Main Street, Hoby, LE14 3DT
Tel: 07768 193849 E-mail: antoniadoyle7@gmail.com
Advertising: Josie Brown, 3 Manor Farm Court, Tilton on the Hill, Leics LE7 9LS
Tel: 0116 259 7663 E-mail: newellandjosie@btinternet.com
Deliveries: Simon Blake Tel:01664 434580 E-mail: simon_blake@tiscali.co.uk
Treasurer: Malcolm Britton, 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby, Melton Mowbray
LE14 2NH Tel: 01664 434490 E-mail: mrbritton1946@gmail.com

www.strawberrylettingsandsales.co.uk Tel: 01509 414798
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April
2018
April 1
Easter Day

Frisby

8.00am

Sunrise Service,
Rotherby Lane Burial
Ground
Holy Communion

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
8.30am

Continental Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Family Service
Holy Communion

Hoby MC
Hoby
Hoby
Brooksby

10.30am

Family Service

Rotherby

April 11
9.15am
Wednesday

Holy Communion

Frisby

April 15
Easter 3

8.30am

Holy Communion

Hoby

10.30am

United Café Church

Frisby MC

April 18
9.15am
Wednesday

Morning Prayer

Frisby

April 22
Easter 4

10.30am

Holy Communion

Ragdale

6.00pm
April 25
9.15am
Wednesday

Evensong
Holy Communion

Kirby Bellars
Frisby

April 29
Easter 5

10.00am

Upper Wreake (UW)
Holy Communion
followed by UW Annual
Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM) at
10.45am

Pickwell

April 8
Easter 2

6.00am

Where to Worship in the
Upper Wreake

Rotherby

MC = Methodist Centre/Church.
For other services in the South West Framland Group (SWF)
please contact the SWF Office on 01664 561909
or email clusteradmin@btinternet.com
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BAPTISM, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES - 2018

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd David Harknett (01664) 434517
Email: david.harknett@btinternet.com to whom all initial enquiries for baptisms,
weddings and funerals should be made.
Reader: Canon Malcolm Britton (01664) 434490
Email: mrbritton1946@gmail.com
Administrator: Canon Vic Allsop
Group Office: Great Dalby Methodist Church, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby,
Melton Mowbray, LE14 2ET. Office hours: Tuesday & Friday 9.15am to
2.30pm.Tel.: (01664) 561909 Email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com
Wedding
4th March, Stefan Rusyn and Susan Stirman at Brooksby Parish Church.
Funeral: N/A
/
Baptism’s N/A

Services in the Upper Wreake Methodist Church

Sunday April 1st

(Poster outside the church gives up to date details)

United Easter services

Saturday April 7th

8.00am Rotherby
9.00 Easter breakfast Hoby
Methodist Centre
10.00 Easter Egg Hunt
10.30 Easter Family Service Hoby
All Saints Parish Church
Frisby Methodist Centre

Messy Church 3 –
5pm
Sunday April 8th
No service
Hoby Methodist Centre
th
Sunday April 15
United Café Church
Frisby Methodist Centre
10.30 am
Sunday April 22nd
Morning Worship with
Frisby Methodist Centre
communion 10.30 am
Sunday April 29th
United service
Great Dalby Methodist Church
Everyone is welcome to attend any of these services.
Light refreshments are served at each service.
Bookings for our centres are taken by:
Frisby - Mrs Jenny Hurst 01664 840479 jennyhurst@52yahoo.co.uk
Hoby - Mrs Deb Charles 01664 812874 manddcharles@btinternet.com
Local Pastor - Mrs Janet Norburn 0116 2695295 jannathome@hotmail.com
Every Friday during term time – Stay and Play (Toddler group)
Wednesday April 18th – Drop In
Thursday April 22nd. 2,30pm - 4.00pm Tea and cakes
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“telling the story of God's love”

The cross changes
EVERYTHING.
"Someday, you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead.
Don't you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just
have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God."
An evangelist is someone who can't stop talking about the 'evangel' - a
Greek word for 'good news'. Billy Graham was a global evangelist, who died
mid-February aged 99 years ... or should that be "changed his address"
mid-February! And Graham's conviction was based on the good news he
proclaimed; "I have one message: that Jesus Christ came, he died on a cross,
he rose again, and he asked us to repent of our sins and receive him by faith as
Lord & Saviour". So what? "And if we do, we have forgiveness of all our sins".
Which isn't so much a message of life after death as a message of life
before death. Receiving from the earth we live on, rather than raping it.
Nurturing those around us, rather than squashing them. Embracing the
difference in foreigner & stranger, rather than dismissing them. Enjoying the
beautiful complexities within, rather than justifying ourself. Realising that
someone 'other' than us loves us unconditionally & whole-heartedly. This is
God's kingdom come, because of Jesus.
Imagine 400 rallies... 215m listeners... 185 countries... Billy Graham's
statistics are staggering; a world away from our villages! But "God wants to
use you right where you are" was his catchphrase. And in the Upper Wreake,
in our Lent Groups, we've considered what it means to be a Jesus-following
church in the countryside. And we heard again God's call to say "Yes" to
adventure. A costly adventure, but the only way to live fully. So as the Easter
season unfolds for 7 weeks in the church calendar, we will be venturing out in
fresh ways. We'd like to see Cafe Church reach out into our communities
more and help introduce you to this attractive figure called Jesus (3rd
Sundays @ 1030, Frisby Methodist Centre). And we'll be welcoming guest
contributors to our parish Communion to help awaken us to this provocative
figure called Jesus (4th Sundays @ 1030, Ragdale). Come and join us ... if
you're ready for a change of address!
rev’d david harknett
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WREAKE MATTERS
* Annual DISTRICT Meetings *
Frisby : Mon 9th @ 1030 in St.Thomas' Church
Ragdale : Tue 10th @ 7pm in All Saints Church
Kirby : Wed 11th @ 10.30am in St.Peter's Church
Brooksby : Thu 12th @ 2pm in Brooksby Hall
Rotherby : Mon 23rd @ 7.30pm in All Saints' Church
come & listen to us talk about our recent ministry & future plans
come & tell us about your thoughts & ideas on our activity

* Annual PARISH Meeting *
Sunday 29th April in St.Thomas' Church, Frisby
10am : Act of Worship & 1030 : Refreshments
1045 : Annual Parochial Church Meeting

(Annual Report inc. Accounts presumed read in advance)

* CAFE CHURCH * : 3rd Sundays @ 1030 in Frisby
Methodist
1015-1045 Tea & Coffee, Fruit & Croissants
1045-1130 Life, the Universe & Everything

* PARISH COMMUNION * : 4th Sundays @ 1030 in Ragdale
Guest Speakers : “God @ Work”
April 22nd = Rev'd Rosie Woodall (Bishop's Chaplain)
May 27th = Natalie Stathakis (Birch Wood Special School)
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Margaret Woodward
Margaret was born on the 2 August
1933 in Freeby at Springfield Farm,
a small holding of about 4 to 5 acres
and she would do her bit on the
land. Her parents were Louie and
Stanley Davis, although she never
knew her father as he died three
months before Margaret was born.
She had two brothers, who also
died when Margaret was young.
Notwithstanding
her
family
circumstances David said that she
had a happy childhood. Margaret
grew up to be interested in reading
and history and other subjects.
She was a real academic, but also a
very practical lady who could rustle
you up a fishing net in 20 minutes.
Her mother married a George Morris and they moved to a cottage at the top
of the village. After Freeby primary school she went on to the Grammar
school leaving at the age of 16 years. She went on to Melton College, we
think the building at the top of Windsor Street for typing and shorthand. She
became friends with Jean Woodward through Young Farmers and she would
visit the farm with Jean and there, of course, met one David Woodward, a
young 20-year-old, Margaret was 17.
Margaret worked at Garner’s which is now the corner of High Street – now
the site of Iceland/Boyes establishments. It was a garage and hardware
store, one of those beautiful old shops that sold everything. Margaret
worked on the telephones - ringing machinery firms and the two David’s
were saying that the milking machines were always breaking down and David
senior went to Garner’s for parts, well, that was his excuse, but it was really
to see Margaret. She also helped with the accounts. They eventually married
on the 3 September 1953 in St. Mary’s Church, Melton Mowbray, as Freeby
Church would have been too small to house certainly the Woodward side as
David had 50 cousins for a kick – off.
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Community Monthly Get-Togethers
Frisby Friendship Club (Frisby Village Hall)

We meet on the first Thursday of each month from
10.30am to 12 noon.

Next meeting: 5th April – Heather James
Join with us for some convivial company, home-made refreshments, raffle, and
dominoes/whist or, simply chat in friendly surroundings.
Details: Jhone Billings 01664 434582

April 2018 - Community Lunch.

The Parish Community Hub held its most recent get together in February at
Kirby Bellars Village Hall. The next event will be the Lunch at:
Scraptoft Golf Club on
Monday 23rd April 2018
Lunch at 12pm for 12.30pm start.
If you would like to come along please contact either:
Annette Piper 840627, Davina Bates 454201,Vic Allsop 434697, Maureen
Coleman 434120 or Janet Norburn 0116 269 5295
A big thank you to every one of our many valuable volunteers. In particular
those who volunteer to drive and collect people for the Community Lunches.
Do come and join us! New people are coming along all the time.
The Community Lunch Team.

Frisby Drop In - Frisby Methodist Centre)
on the third Wednesday of each month
2.00 to 4.00pm.

We play cards, dominoes, have a chat to catch Up on the
village news. Also we have a cup of tea and biscuits and
every so often we go out for lunch or afternoon tea. We
would be delighted to welcome all new members.
(Details: Pat Earl 434283)

Kirby Bellars Drop In (Kirby Village Hall)
on the first Wednesday of each month
from 2.30 to 4.00pm
(Details: Olive Batten 812913)
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Afternoon Tea & Cake at the Frisby
Methodist Centre

We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month
from2.30pm - 4.30pm so please come and join us.
Jenny Hurst and Pru Smith

Frisby Village Hall 100 Club March
1st Prize £20
2nd Prize £5

N/A

Geoff & Gayna Harris 44
Mr & Mrs Holt 83
Drawn at The Village Hall Committee

Hoby & District Village Hall 100 Club March
Drawn by the Village Hall Committee.

Hoby Internet Café

Can I remind readers that the Hoby Internet
Café (The Greasy Spoon) is open on Monday
and Thursday mornings at the Hoby
Methodist Chapel, from 10.00am -12.00
noon. We have laptops available and an IPad
and can give basic instructions on their use to
non technical people. If you have your own

equipment and want some help bring it along and we’ll get you started The café is
open to everyone who lives in the area and a small charge of £2 is made to cover
costs of your tea/coffee and biscuits. If you just want to pop in and have a natter,
you are most welcome. Terry Fleming 01664 434442
1.

Frisby Village Hall Recycling Bins
Melton Borough Council has decided to remove the Recycling Bins at Frisby
Village Hall due to underuse. I have disputed the underuse but have been advised
that any resident, who had been using our site and struggling with their current
allocated capacity for recycling (brown wheeled bins) should order an additional
brown bin from Amanda Hume , Environmental Services Officer, at Melton
Borough Council.
Di Widdowson Chair Frisby Village hall
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LOCAL POLICE UPDATE

Crime
FRISBY ~ Criminal damage to motor vehicle. Still
under investigation

John.Barlow@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
We can also be contacted by voice mail.
If you see anything suspicious please
report on 101. If you see an offence
happening contact 999.

Hoby with Rotherby Parish Council,
Neighbourhood Watch
WhatsApp Group
The Parish Council is pleased to advise that at a public meeting on January 16th
support and enthusiasm was shown for the setting up of a Neighbourhood
Watch Group. When set up it would be for the Parish to share news relating to
the security of the properties of the residents in the Parish (Hoby, Rotherby,
Brooksby and Ragdale).
The site was set up on the 5th March with 24 people in the Group and by the
time of writing this notice there were 42 people who had joined. The Group has
already sadly been able to share and identify news with one another following
on from an attempted break in at Hoby later that week.
The Group is open to all who reside in the Parish and who has access to
WhatsApp.
At the Parish Council meeting on March 12th
Cllr.Nicola Wheeler – email wheeler.nicola@gmail.com and
Rocky Leanders – email rockyandlisamarie@gmail.com
were confirmed as the Administrators for the Group
If you would like to join the Group please email one of them asking to be added
also giving your consent as required by the GDPR (General Data Protection
Regulation). Without your consent you can’t be added and you can’t be added
through a third party. So please get in touch with either of them to get put on
to the Group.
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FRISBY VILLAGE HALL

The Committee would like to advise that all the improvements that were
undertaken at Frisby Village Hall have finally been completed. We therefore
would like to inform everyone of all the numerous clubs that make use of the
Hall on a regular basis. If you have just moved into the village or would like to
become involved in any of the activities, we have provided the following
information:
day/time
Weekly
Monday Afternoon
Monday Evening
Friday Evening
Saturday Morning
Monthly
Tuesday Evening
Wednesday Evening
Thursday Morning
Bi-monthly

activity

contact

contact No

Bowls Club
Fencing Club
Dancing Club
Keep Fit

Ray Casey
Richard Sharpe
Steph Greaves
Jacki Warne

434116
0116 260 8752
434051
0116 260 8838

Flower Club
Wine Club
Friendship Club

Jenny Hurst
Bob Widdowson
Jhone Billings

840479
434571
434582

Frisby Live
John Montagu
07703 648007
Concerts
Frisby Players also hold meetings during the year, according to the plays
being rehearsed.
Thursday evenings have become available on a weekly basis if any group, club
or class is looking for a regular venue.
The hall is always available for Weddings, Christenings, Funerals & Birthday
parties. We have also found that the hall is very popular for Children’s parties.
Bouncy Castles are permitted; however, restrictions do apply so please ensure
you ask for further details. The Bouncy Castle supplier must provide their own
insurance.
Included in the rate of hiring the Village Hall, we provide tables; fully
upholstered chairs; crockery; cutlery and tablecloths. With our newly
refurbished kitchen we now have two ovens, a large refrigerator, a hot
cupboard and plenty of work surfaces to cater for large functions.
For further information please contact our Booking Officer:
Thea Lawman Tel: 01664 434359 Email: frisbyvillagehall@gmail.com
Our website: http://www.frisbyonthewreake.net/Villagehall.htm
Facebook:
Frisby Village Hall @FrisbyontheWreake
Saturday Evening
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Cleaning Rota & Flower Arrangements
Hoby Cleaning Rota –
1st April is Easter Day
Week ending Saturday 7th
Week ending Saturday 14th
Week ending Saturday 28th
Rotherby Cleaning Rota
Kirby Bellars Cleaning Rota
Kirby Bellars Flower Rota
Ragdale Cleaning & Flower Rota

Clare Brown 434118 & Dora Kutkus 434604
Sheila Warner 434895 & June Allsop 434280
Donna Hendy 434515 & Sheila Warner 434895
5 April
Judy Tyers
12 &19 April
Kerrie Henshaw
26 April & 3 May Lesley Potter

Gay Dowell & Wendy Roulston
1st & 8th April tbc
15th & 22nd – Mrs J Charles
29 April & 6th May – Mrs G Dowell
Clare Bonham 434877

THE PARISH OF THE UPPER WREAKE

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd David Harknett (01664) 434517
Email: david.harknett@btinternet.com
To whom all initial enquiries for baptisms, weddings and funerals should
be made. Reader: Canon Malcolm Britton (01664) 434490
Email: mrbritton1946@gmail.com
Administrator: Canon Vic Allsop
Group Office: Great Dalby Methodist Church, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby,
Melton Mowbray, LE14 2ET. Office hours: Tuesday & Friday 9.15am to
2.30pm.Tel.: (01664) 561909 Email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com
Church wardens

(01664)

(01664)

FRISBY
K. BELLARS
HOBY

Pru Smith
Vacant
Vic Allsop

434468

Simon Blake

434580

434697

434120

ROTHERBY
BROOKSBY

Vi Spencer
Malcolm
Britton
Jane Burgess

434241
434490

Maureen
Coleman
Sue Smith
Jeanne Knowles

RAGDALE

434003
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34175
0779 623 5444

Village Life

Few cars, fresh water or drains ‘til now
Working horses, sheepdogs and many a cow
Houses for farm workers and five busy farms
Small holdings, a shop and many good yarns.
Road sweepers and bearers all earning their bread
In the village where everyone chose to be wed
Four daughters in Rectory and plenty in Church
Thriving Chapel and two pubs for those in the Lurch.
Whist Drives and Dances each week in the Hall
Revellers were tipped straight over the wall
As PC stood guard, no trouble was had.
Letting life continue through good times and bad.
Hard winter froze Wreake in Jan ‘72
Skating to Frisby and Backwater too.
Mr Gatting with rope would test the ice first
Baked potatoes, hot toddy and soup for our thirst.
Floods in Wreake Valley, always a sight
Waders for rowing by James at night
Hot suppers and candles and everything steady
They never cancelled parties once there were ready.
School was successful and Miss Bailey so firm
The children worked well and completed each term
Only one mistress – how did she cope?
Like Mrs. Atkins before her, there was no time to mope.
The railway was active and trains they did stop
There were plenty of buses to work or to shop
The Blacksmith, he would always bring us the news
Charlie tended sick horses and reshod their shoes.
District Nurse was paid by Parish Funds
How grateful were patients, children and mums
Cobbling and odd jobs would always be done
If not by the craftsman then maybe his son.

World Book Day

Thursday 1st March was World Book Day. Here at Frisby Primary School we
celebrated in style with a whole week of book themed activities.
Throughout the week children were asked to bring in their unwanted books
for a book swap with their peers; the adults (parents, carers and members of
staff) followed their lead and created their own swap box too.
Each class, from Reception to year 6, created a reading corner in their
classrooms. Many exciting features were added, including reading tents,
bunting, author and book recommendations and posters which all happily sat
amid the children’s creative designs.
Competitions were held, including a whole school scavenger hunt where
children collected the letters of a famous author’s name. Many children were
spotted around the school exclaiming “I’ve got it!” and muttering Lewis
Carroll under their breath.
On Thursday children and Staff dressed up as a character from one of their
favourite books. Members of staff dressed up from the Julia Donaldson book
‘Charlie Cook’s Favourite Book.’
Cardigans, dresses, smart trousers and
school uniforms were swapped for swash buckling pirate outfits, police man
hats and Harry Potter Capes.
Children had a wonderful time all week. Reading, which is always a high
priority at Frisby Primary School, attracted even greater prominence. Toby –
aged 10 – said “The whole week was filled with very enjoyable activities.”
Teachers have since noted that reading has increased across the school and
some of our reluctant readers are reading with a renewed passion.

Now farmyards are converted for commuters who flee,
Leaving their homes all day, returning for tea
Village spirit endures with good times in the hall
Hoby’s old fashioned village is treasured by all.
This poem was written for the Edith Buckley Poetry Competition by Leslie Case
for the Hoby, Brooksby, Rotherby and Ragdale WI. It won FIRST PRIZE.
Very well deserved Lesley.
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Vida’s April Gardening Tips

I have to say that the ground is rather sticky under foot at the allotment so
progress is slow. There is no point walking all over the nicely aerated soil and
making it compacted so I have tried to either stand on a plank to work from
or work out exactly where ‘between the rows’ is going to be.
It’s so nice that the ground has plenty of water to give the plants a good start
and it puts less pressure onto us gardeners having to think about watering all
the time. Do watch out for patches that are holding too much water or are
waterlogged as this will kill your plants by drowning. So, if you have a
problem with too much water you need to either wait to plant or get your
fork out and make lots of drain holes with the tines as this will hopefully help
the water to drain and give air to the roots.
Easter is my time
for really getting to
grips with the back
garden at home,
mostly because I’m
not working. It’s
clear up the last of
the debris from
under shrubs and
perennial which will hopefully also get rid of any bugs such as capsid bug and
to reduce the amount of slugs and snails hiding. If possible please don’t kill
snails and slugs but instead put them in the verges away from gardens so the
birds can eat them. I know this is not always possible so if you are using slug
pellets please use them responsibly.
By now your seeds should be well on their way and growing like mad so do be
careful about your watering. Too much is bad and too little is bad so water
with care. I find poking my finger in the compost is the best test and if it
comes out sticky and covered in compost it’s too wet and if it comes out dry
as a bone it’s too dry. It needs to come out with just a little compost on it and
feeling slightly damp.
Be watchful for creepy crawlies in your greenhouse who will be delighted to
dine out on your seedlings.
Once again don’t forget... if you have any spare plants, the Open Garden
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plant stall will be pleased to take them off your hands and that includes
vegetables.
Wishing you a bug free growing month.
Happy Gardening
Vida Gregory

ADVICE & INFORMATION
Garden Crime

Don't let green fingered thieves spring clean your shed.
Many people take a great deal of trouble securing their house and the
property within it...but what about sheds and garages? With the array of
lawnmowers, power tools, garden equipment, bicycles, sports and other
valuable equipment kept in them, security measures should certainly be put
in place.
Property
Gardening tools and garden furniture are not cheap - what's more they are
very saleable items for the thief. Don't make it easy for them to be stolen and
remember that tools stolen from your shed could be used to burgle your
house.
 Postcode or property mark anything in your shed or garage that is
value and might be stolen, for example, lawnmowers, garden
furniture, bicycles, sports equipment.
 Take photographs of expensive items - they may be useful to police
to identify the goods and return them to you, should you be
unfortunate enough to have them stolen.
 Never leave garden tools and equipment outside, even if you are just
popping back into the house. It only takes minutes for an opportunist
thief to take them.
 Consider fitting a pair of garage door locks that are fitted either
vertically or horizontally and can be locked both from the inside and
outside of the garage.
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Private Victor Coleman

Wildflower lectern
Dear Cllrs.,
After some considerable time the wildflower lectern on Brooksby Road is
now in place, this brings the Wild Flower Verge issues that have been on
your agenda for some time to a conclusion.
I convey on your behalf the thanks of the Parish Council to Caroline Ellis
who had the original idea some years ago for an information lectern and
more recently to Candice and Garry Barker for working with Nicky
Ainscough to provide the detailed information we now have to share with
people who walk the Brooksby Road. We also thank Antonia Doyle for
providing a number of the photographs for this project and finally to John
Hendy for putting the lectern in place yesterday.
We are sure that people will benefit from seeing this information,
identifying the abundance and variety of both wild flowers and insects in
this relatively small strip of land.
Kind regards,
Vic.

Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry)

Killed in action 4th April 1918
On 4th April the first half muffled quarter peel of 2018 will be rung to
commemorate the centenary of the death of Victor Coleman.
Victor was the son of William, a farm labourer and his wife Jane. He was born
in Hoby in October 1893. By 1911 he was still living in the village with his
parents and working as a cowman on one of the local farms. His address was
The Bank, Hoby, on what we now call Back Lane
The service records of the men who served in the Machine Gun Corps have
been destroyed; however his medal card still exists and confirms that he
initially joined the Leicestershire Yeomanry with the service number 3339.
This was a cavalry regiment, the members of which were notable for their
distinctive leather bandolier with its prominent ammunition pouches, worn
across the chest from the left shoulder to below the right arm.
He was almost certainly already a machine gunner when it was decided to
create a Machine Gun Corps by removing the machine gun sections from
individual units and replacing them with specialist teams at Brigade level.
Since the Leicestershire Yeomanry was then part of 7th Cavalry Brigade its
machine gunners joined that Brigade’s new Machine Gun Squadron on 29 th
February 1916. This new Squadron will have had 16 Vickers machine guns at
its disposal, leaving the Leicestershire Yeomanry and other regiments with
the lighter Lewis machine gun. One of the reasons for creating the new Corps
was the high casualty rate among machine gunners and the constant need to
train large numbers of replacements. Machine gunners operated in forward
positions, often providing the infantry with a first line of defence. They
inevitably attracted enemy fire and more than a third of the new Corps
members were to become causalities, earning it the nickname “the suicide
club”.
Victor Coleman’s death was almost certainly a consequence of his part in the
successful allied resistance to the German Spring Offensive of March/April
1918 in which the Germans pushed toward Amiens in the hope of gaining
control of that strategically vital communications centre. The area around
the town of Villers-Bretonneux, to the east of Amiens, was the scene of a
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fierce defensive action by the British & Australian forces on 4th April 1918. It
is now the location of an Australian War Memorial as well as the cemetery
where Victor Coleman is buried.
He was posthumously awarded the British War Medal and the Victory medal.
His older brother Percy served in the Royal Field Artillery during the war and
his younger brother, Leonard, in the Leicestershire Yeomanry and the Labour
Corps. Both of them survived the war. Victor’s parents and younger sisters
Edith & Ivy are also thought to have survived him.
Provided by Diane Horsfield

Frisby Village Hall for Hire
Are you thinking of starting a new group or
business venture but cannot find a suitable
venue? Bridge and Whist tables available and
use of a kitchen for preparing refreshments.
There is an opportunity available to hire
Frisby Village Hall on Thursday afternoons or
evenings for just £8 per hour.
If you are interested and want more details, contact: Thea Lawman 01664
434359 (Lettings Officer) Di Widdowson 01664 434571 (Chair) or Rodney
Brooksby 01664 434402 (Vice Chair).

April Birth Flowers

The April birth flowers are the daisy and the sweet pea.
April Birth Month Flower: The Daisy The daisy conveys innocence, loyal love,
and purity. Yet, it is also a flower given between friends to keep a secret; the
daisy means “I’ll never tell.”
April Birth Month Flower: The Sweet Pea
The other April flower is the sweet pea.
While sweet peas signify blissful pleasure,
on the other hand they are also used to
say good-bye.
Perhaps Shakespeare had sweet peas in
mind when he wrote the immortal
words: “Parting is such sweet sorrow.”
Then too, there are the good-byes we’re glad of, such as saying so long to
flies; these insects find the sweet pea’s fragrance offensive and will leave its
environs in a hurry.
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Friends of Frisby Church
needs new members

What we do

The Friends of Frisby Church are a small group of people who are
trying to support the maintenance, restoration and development of
our Grade One Listed lovely 13thC parish church, by seeking grants
for repairs and new projects and by hosting social and cultural
events in the church to raise money and awareness.
We have in the last few years organised among other things, an
Open Gardens Weekend, a Church Fete, a Choral Concert and last
September took part in “Frisby on Show” (which we hope to
replicate this year).

Why we need funding

The Friends want to bring the church building to such a standard
that it can be used not just as a place of worship, but also as a
community venue. In order to achieve this:




we need toilet and catering facilities
the roof requires re-leading to cure the leaks inside the
building
the heating system is totally inadequate and it would be
wonderful to be able to replace it

Why not join us?

We really desperately need new members to contribute ideas and
help in our quest for funds and grants as well as the stalwart people
who help so willingly at the various fundraising events.

Please contact us:
Pru Smith – 434468 - oudi1950@gmail.com
Simon Blake – 434580 - simon_blake@tiscali.co.uk
Diana Patterson – 434099 – dj.patterson@btopenworld.com
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Frisby Village Hall Quiz

Our Fish & Chip Quiz on Friday 9th March was another resounding success. Our
brilliant Quiz Mistress, Gayna, managed to keep the 18 teams under control and
under pressure to wrack their brains!
We would like to thank all those who helped and donated raffle prizes and
particularly Tesco’s and Morrison’s who kindly donated vouchers which we
converted into raffle prizes. The evening raised an amazing £719
Thank you to all those who supported us. The proceeds will go towards further
upgrades to the Village Hall. Our next fund raising event will be the Village Hall
BBQ on Saturday 28th July so note your diaries.
Di Widdowson. Chair Frisby Village Hall Committee.
A huge THANK YOU to all the kind people
who brought bags of towels and sheets to
my house for the animals in need. In total
I received 16 big bags full of bedding
which has been delivered to my niece at
the vets where she works. So, from my
niece, myself and all the animals, THANK
YOU, your donations will help immensely.
Vida Gregory

Want to share the successes of your fundraising event?
Dust off those
cameras, send over
some photos and
tell us your good
news story today!
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Brooksby Lambing Service

The 10th annual Brooksby lambing service was held at Hall Farm on Mothering
Sunday by kind permission of Brooksby Melton College.
Visitors arrived by tractor and trailer and after the service enjoyed seeing the
new-born lambs, piglets and calves. The themes of mothering, new life, Lent
and Easter were drawn together in the talk given by Canon Glyn Evans, Deputy
Director of the Farming Community Network. Posies donated by the Upper

Wreake Church of England and Methodist Church were given out and
£125 was collected for the FCN. Article provided by Malcolm Britton

Help required! –
Blackbird
monitoring

You may remember in a recent magazine
article we mentioned the Blackbird colour
ringing project in Hoby and Rearsby we
started in earnest last year.

Well since the start of the project we have
now fitted blue colour rings, with a 3 white lettered combination inscribed
on the ring, to over 100 blackbirds. The aims of the project are several but
essentially:
 To find out the where the over wintering blackbirds in our Parish
spend their summers.
 To discover the dispersal ranges/breeding places of blackbirds that
have fledged from nests in our Parish.
 To ring birds in the nest so we know exactly how old they are.
 To map out the breeding territories of blackbirds in our Parish
with the aid of colour ring re-sightings and visual surveys of
singing or perched birds.
In trying to achieve some or all of the above aims we really need your
help. We need to know if you have a blackbird wearing a colour ring
resident in your (or your neighbour’s) garden and if you are able to read
the lettered combination on the ring then that would be great. If not we
could come along with binoculars and help to read the colour ring. If you
live in Hoby and think you have a blackbird nesting in your garden or
nearby we would like to monitor the nest and, if the chicks survive, fit
colour rings around their legs before they fledge. This science data is very
valuable because from year to year we will be able to monitor fluctuations
in breeding pairs (population), brood size and survival.
We will be out and about surveying the colour ringed blackbirds ourselves
this Spring/Summer so if you see one or two folk around Hoby village
peering through binoculars at trees, bushes and rooftops within the parish
and surrounding countryside you will know what is going on! Please feel
free to stop us and find out which of the colour ringed blackbirds we have
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found. Already we think we have ADP setting up territory in Chapel Lane.
He is persistently chasing other males to establish his territory. Time and
monitoring will tell!
Please report any nests or colour ring code sightings to us at email
address: gbarker2@btinternet.com or to Will Smith at email address:
willjsmith9@gmail.com
We will acknowledge receipt as soon as we are able. We will also keep you
informed of any other re-sightings of your blackbirds we receive from
other Parishioners or the BTO (British Trust for Ornithology,
https://www.bto.org/).
Garry and Candice Barker

Frisby Litter Pickers

Thank you to those who
collected the 20+ bags of litter
discarded in and around the
village. It was especially good
to have newer residents
joining the ranks.
The 20th litter pick will be on
Saturday 1st December.

Would you like to feature in our colour pages?
Here is your opportunity to really showcase your past events with the help of
colour photographs and your chance to thank those people who really help to
make it happen.
We have lots of fabulous fundraisers in the diary during the year and would
love to know more about them. So, why not send over 3-4 photographs along
with a few words similar to that of the Brooksby Lambing Service and
remember also to give a mention to those unsung heroes who are out there
and making it all happen.

HOBY & DISTRICT WI Chair Zumba

Thursday 5th April
7.30pm Hoby & District Village Hall

Unfortunately our colour ages are not to promote upcoming events, only
past fundraisers. I cannot promise to publish everything in colour due to
limited space however, we do have 4 colour pages available to anyone
wishing to take up the offer.
Best wishes
Antonia

Can you get fit sitting down? With Chair Zumba you can! Chair Zumba still uses
many of the Latin-infused dance moves accompanied by high-tempo music that the
traditional variety does but, in Chair Zumba these are performed either on or
around a chair. So why not come along to our April meeting when Melton’s
Donna-Louise Newton will get us grooving to the music.
The WI is a great way to get to know your neighbours and to relax and enjoy good
company after a hard day. The price for guests is £5.00, £4.00 of which is refunded
if you become a WI member for 2018. Everyone is welcome but can you let Sue
know if you intend to join us so we can be sure to have enough of our famous
supper to go round: 01664 434866; secretaryhobywi@gmail.com
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Brooksby DCC Annual Meeting
Thursday 12th April at 2.00pm
Brooksby Church relies heavily on the
support of not only the College but also
on the wider community of the Upper
Wreake.
The Annual Meeting will be held in the
Drawing Room, Brooksby Hall and we

Frisby on the Wreake Flower & Garden Club
The next meeting of the Club will be on
Tuesday 17th April 2018
7pm for 7.30pm start in Frisby Village Hall
Di Smith will demonstrate
“Diversity
Wonder what that’s all about.
Do come and join us for a very enjoyable evening.

would be very pleased to welcome anyone who has the interests of
Brooksby Church at heart.

Annual Church Meetings 2018
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Mon
Mon

9th April
10th April
11th April
12th April
16th April
23rd April

Frisby DCC
Ragdale DCC
Kirby Bellars DCC
Brooksby DCC
Frisby DCC
Rotherby DCC

4.00pm
7.00pm
10.30am
2.00pm
5.00pm
7.00pm

St Thomas Church
Ragdale Church
Kirby Church
Brooksby Hall
Frisby Church
Rotherby Church

Sun

29th April

Upper Wreake
APCM

10.00am

Frisby Church

These meetings are open to all parishioners and in particular everyone
who is on the Church Electoral Roll. If you are not already on the Church
Electoral Roll and wish to be so, please contact Malcolm Britton 434490 or
mrbritton1946@gmail.com

HOBY & DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
AGM
WEDNESDAY 18th APRIL 2018
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
AT 7pm

At the District Church Council AGMs, churchwardens are proposed and
elected as well as other church officers, members of the DCC and
representatives to the Parochial Church Council.

The Village Hall has been a centre for the villages of Brooksby, Holy,
Ragdale and Rotherby since 1926.

At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, the election of churchwardens is
confirmed; we also review the previous year and plan for the current year.

Please make time to attend this meeting to show your support for this
village community facility.

Please do come and join us for one of the DCC meetings and/or the Parish
of the Upper Wreake meeting if you can.

If you would like to become involved or offer to help with events in the
Hall please come to the meeting or contact Ruth on 01664 434007 or
rfrobinson@btinternet.com
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Leicestershire & Rutland Gardens Trust Events – 2018

"Oxford College Gardens" by Tim Richardson
Afternoon Lecture and Tea, Hoby Village Hall, LE14 3DT
Sunday 22nd April, 2.00pm

Friday 20th April at 7:30pm for 7:45pm
Hoby & District Village Hall
£5 per person
Teams of 4-8
Bar available All profits are going to Prostate
Cancer UK
Raffle
Arrange your own team or just come along and
join in!
Please DO NOT park in the pub car park
Book your table
Lisa Wright 01664434264 or
Vic Allsop 01664434697

Tim’s elegant, authoritative analysis
combines with glorious photographs to reveal
the full interest and charm of Oxford's college
gardens. The gardens of Oxford's thirty or so
colleges are surprisingly varied in style, age
and size, ranging from the ancient mound in
the middle of New College to the fine
modernist design which is St Catherine's. The
eighteenth-century landscape school is
represented in the magnificent acreage of
Worcester, while the twentieth-century vogue
for rock gardening is reflected at St John's.
Founded in 1621, the university's Botanic
Garden is the oldest botanic garden in Britain, holds one of the most
diverse plant collections in the world, and has been a source of
inspiration for writers from Lewis Carroll to Philip Pullman. From the
bijou corners of Corpus Christi to the wide open lawns of Trinity, Oxford's
gardens are full of surprises and hidden corners - not least the fellows' or
masters' gardens, which are usually kept resolutely private, but can be
enjoyed here.
Tim Richardson is a garden historian and critic of contemporary
landscape architecture whose published work includes English Gardens
in the Twentieth Century, Arcadian Friends: Inventing the English
Landscape Garden and Great Gardens of America (9780711228863).He
writes regularly for newspapers and magazines including the Daily
Telegraph, Gardens Illustrated and Country Life.
This will be followed by afternoon tea (sandwiches, scones and cake). As
usual, Steve and Diane Horsfield have invited us to visit their garden after
tea.

Cost: £14.00

For more information and to reserve your place: phone Elizabeth on
0116 2705711
www.lrgt.org
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KIRBY BELLARS GROUP OF ARTISTS
5th, 6th & 7th May
We are holding our 37th ANNUAL EXHIBITION in
Kirby Bellars Village Hall (LE14 2EA) and also in St Peter’s
Church, from 10am to 5pm daily.
ADMISSION IS FREE and refreshments are available. (www.kbga.org.uk)

The Kirby Bellars Group of Artists annual May exhibition.
It is now 37 years since the Kirby Bellars Group of Artists put on their first
annual May exhibition.
This group, very well known in
the Leicestershire and Rutland
area (and further afield) began
with David Weston as their
founder and President. Over
the years the group has
maintained a steady
membership and also achieved
a consistently high standard of
work. Since the death of
David in 2011, the group has
missed his lively personality and his positive encouragement. They have,
however, continued to flourish with new members who are adding interest
with work in a wide variety of styles and media.
This year’s exhibition is over the early May Bank Holiday weekend and is open
on Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th, and Monday 7th May, from 10am to 5pm, in
Kirby Bellars Village Hall. There will also be further paintings and other stalls in
the church.
Refreshments throughout the weekend are served by the Village Hall
committee, and valuable funds are raised for the Church, Village Hall, and the
art group and their chosen charity, which this year is the Vale First
Responders.
If anyone would like to attend the Preview of the Exhibition on the evening of
Friday, 4th May, please contact Judy Buerling on 01664 813284.
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Hoby and District Local History Society Events – 2018

“Burrough Hill & Iron Age
Leicestershire” by Peter Liddle
Hoby & District Village Hall,
Wednesday 16th May, 7.30pm

Our knowledge of the Iron Age in Leicestershire has increased
enormously in recent years with a number of excavations of
settlements, field boundaries, artefacts and environmental
information adding to our knowledge. At our May meeting Peter
Liddle will talk to us about what Leicestershire was like before the
Roman conquest, a period of farmsteads, hillforts and the beginning
of urban life. In particular he will tell us about Burrough Hill, the
finest example of a large univallate hillfort in Leicestershire & what
recent excavations have revealed about Iron Age occupation and the
transition into the Roman period.
Peter has worked in Leicestershire Archaeology for over 40 years
as an excavator, survey officer, museum curator, community
archaeologist and Head of the County’s archaeological team. He
was awarded an MBE for services to community archaeology and is
an Honorary Visiting Fellow at the School of Archaeology and Ancient
History, University of Leicester.
All are welcome; the price for non members is £2.00
(pay on door).
For further information contact: Diane 01664 434422 /

secretary@hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk

www.hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk
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Marque in the garden
Sunday May 27th
By kind permission of Serena and Charles Richards, bring your own picnic and
drinks and be entertained by The Melton Ukulele Band.
Tickets adults £10- children under 14 free.
Contact Sue 434175 or Ruth 434007.

Kirby Bellars Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 31 May
in the Village Hall, Main Street, Kirby Bellars starting at 7.30.
All are welcome.

HOBY OPEN GARDENS

HOBY OPEN GARDENS 2018

Dates for your diary:
Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th June
Entrance £5.00
11am to 5pm both days.
All proceeds from this year’s open gardens will go towards the restoration
of the North Aisle woodwork and resolution of accessibility issues at All Saints
Church. If you would like to help we would love to hear from you. Contact
Diane on: 01664 434422; diane@horsfste.plus.com

Rotherby Fete - Saturday June 30th

Traditional village fete, stalls, cream tea’s, vintage cars and much more.

Saturday Night Supper
16th June 7.30pm
Hoby & District Village Hall
£12.00 – 2 courses
The Saturday Night Supper is back. After an exhausting Open
Gardens day enjoy a fish & chip supper at the village hall with
accompaniments and a selection of deserts to conclude;
vegetarian option on request at time of booking. Additional
attractions: raffle and a private viewing of our legendary White
Elephant Stall.
Come and join us - your aching feet (and All Saints Church) will
be very grateful. Everyone is welcome.

Pay Bar
Tickets available from:
Ali & Scott:434838
hobyopengardens@gmail.comm
All Proceeds to All Saints Church Hoby.
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Cream Teas - Sunday 1st July – 2-5pm

In the garden of 4 Main St, Ragdale
Proceeds towards the upkeep of All Saints Church

August Cream Tea’s

Every Sunday in August, tea’s served in Rotherby Church. Come and taste our
delicious scones.

Hoby Horticultural Show ~ Saturday 1st September
Winter Warmer - Friday Nov 24th

Join us for a village get together in church with food and wine.

Frisby Annual Litter Pick - Saturday 1st December
Winter Walk ~ Thursday Dec 27th

Our popular walk after the Christmas feast returning to Church
for soup and rolls.
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Tony’s competition corner
Rhymes 3 ~ The answers consist of two rhyming words
1. Lost Sledge
2. Extra Fruit
3. Wee Quay
4. Close Drink
5. Cunning Falsehood
6. Needy Indian
7. Certain Remedy
8. Stupid Fop
9. Slim Vegetable
10. Cowardly Chap

(5,6)
(5 4)
(5,4)
(4,4)
(3,3)
(4,5)
(4,4)
(4,4)
(6,6)
(6,6)

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Sad Sheep
Scruffy Church
Small Cheese
Swarthy Dog
Dodgy Woman
Dull Arab
Dirty Friend
Wet Canine
Blotchy Bird`
Religious Footballer

(4,3)
(6,5)
(3,4)
(5,6)
(5,4)
(5,5)
(5,5)
(6,5)
(6,6)
(4,6)

Dinosaurs Anagrams Answers
1. Brachiosaurus
2. Allosaurus
3. Archaeopteryx
4. Brontasaurus
5. Diplodocus

6. Gigantosaurus
7. Iguanadon
8. Megalosaurus
9. Stegasaurus
10. Triceratops

The Hot Cross Bun

11. Tyrannosaurus
12. Velociraptor
13. Hypsilophodon
14. Albertosaurus
15. Heterodontosaurus

Delicious hot cross buns—those doughy,
raisin-studded delights—are
traditionally eaten during
Lent, especially in the week leading up
to Easter. Marked with an icing or dough
cross on top, they’ve been a holiday
staple of some communities for
centuries. (Versions of the hot cross bun
even appeared in ancient Greece.) Given the baked good’s long history,
legends and superstitions have had ample time to develop and grow
around them. Here are five favorites:
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A 12th-century monk was the first person to mark the bun with a cross.
This monk baked the buns on Good Friday, in honor of the upcoming
Easter holiday, they soon gained popularity around England as a symbol of
the holiday weekend. However, the first definite record of hot cross buns
comes from a 16th and 17th century text stating: “Good Friday comes this
month, the old woman runs, with one or two a penny hot cross buns.”
Nowadays the cross might be made of chocolate icing or cream,
but, traditionally, it is made of a simple dough or just a knife imprint.
If you hang a hot cross bun from your kitchen rafters on Good Friday,
legend has it that the bread will remain fresh and mold-free throughout
the entire year. This harkens back to the body of Christ, which, according
to the Bible, did not show any signs of decay after his crucifixion and prior
to his resurrection. The bun should be replaced each year on Good Friday.
Later in the year, the buns were sometimes broken up, mixed with water
and treated as a medicine.
Due to the blessed cross on top, hot cross buns hung in the kitchen are
supposed to protect from evil spirits. They’re also said to prevent
kitchen fires from breaking out, and ensure that all breads baked that year
will turn out perfectly delicious. Likewise, taking hot cross buns on a
voyage at sea endows the boat with some protection from shipwreck,
according to legend.
Those who share a hot cross bun are supposed to enjoy a strong
friendship and bond for the next year. A line from an old rhyme captures
this lore, says Irish Central: “Half for you and half for me, between us two,
good luck shall be.”
In 1592, Queen Elizabeth I decreed that
hot cross buns could no longer be sold on
any day except for Good Friday,
Christmas or for burials. They were
simply too special to be eaten any other
day. To get around this, people baked
the buns in their own kitchens although,
if they were caught they had to give up all of the illegal buns on their
premises to the poor.
Enjoy.
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Financial advice on…
•
•

BUTCHERY
& DELI

•
•
•

Pensions
Life Assurance
Income Protection
Retirement Planning
Savings & Investments

Tel: 01664 483124

www.MillLane.com

20 Norman Way, Melton Mowbray LE13 1JE

Mill Lane Asset Management is a trading style of Active Financial Partners Limited
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

New farm shop, butchery and deli now open at
March House Farm, Great Dalby

Head Of�ice: 5 Lancer House, Hussar Court, Westside View, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7SE
Tel: 02392 239810

Open 7 days a week:

Top quality home grown beef, lamb and pork. Fresh fruit and
vegetables, yoghurt, milk, cheese, honey, oils, preserves,
bread, pastries and lots more ...

Monday - Thursday 8 ’til 5
Friday 8 ’til 7
Saturday 8 ’til 5
Sunday 10 ’til 4

Top End, Great Dalby, Leics LE14 2HA
(On the Great Dalby to Kirby Bellars road)

T: 01664 563919
For more information visit

www.m a rc h h ou s e fa r m . com
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Asfordby based serving Melton’s villages

Please call me on
07951 840018 or 01664 513000
to book or to discuss your requirements.
www.martinsofasfordby.com
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BUILDING SERVICES,
LANDSCAPING & DAMP
AND TIMBER PRESERVATION

The Dovecote
8a Mill Road, Rearsby
Leicester LE7 4YN

Services include: General Building, Groundworks inc.
Foundations, Driveways etc, Landscaping inc. Patios, Fencing etc.
Damp & timber treatment for rising and penetrating damp,
dry rot & wet rot treatment and wood borer treatment.
For a free no obligation quote

Telephone 07901 940198

email enquiries @dspropertycare.co.uk

www.dsproperytycare.co.uk

St. Mary’s Way Car Park
(Next to Argos)
Nottingham Street,
Melton Mowbray

Telephone: (01664) 500729
Complete Picture Framing
Service and Gallery
Tapestry and •Needlework
stretched

HAIR STUDIO
UNISEX SALON

Church Lane, Frisby on the Wreake

Full head of highlighting mesh / foils
- from £56.00 including blow dry
Gents hair only - £8.00 · Clipper cut - £6.50
EAR PIERCING - £15.00

Sessions Mondays & Thursdays
9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
9.00am - 12 noon
For further details contact
Suzie Hefford on
01664 434784 / 434316
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includes gold studs and aftercare
Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon

Thursday and Friday late night opening

01664 424802

40 THE GREEN, THRUSSINGTON
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New Rooftop Infinity Pool now open!
* Spa Days * Spa Breaks * Country Club Membership *
Ragdale Gift Vouchers make the ideal gift

www.ragdalehall.co.uk or call 01664 434831

VIC COOPER
CONTRACTS

Open all year
to board your Dogs and Cats

Professional Builder
& Property Developer
For all your building needs
Estimates & advice freely given

Fully heated Kennels & Cattery
2 acre paddock for exercising
Doggie Day Care
Animal Foods

Tel: (01664) 434432

www.kirbykennels.co.uk

Tel: 01664 812102

email: coopersstable@yahoo.com
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