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Up the Wreake!  
 

The magazine provides an open forum for contributions on all aspects of 
life in the Upper Wreake villages and beyond. Opinions expressed in it are 
not necessarily the view of the trustees or the editor.  
Copy for inclusion in any particular month’s issue should reach the editor 
before 15th of the preceding month. 
Editor: Antonia Doyle, Warren Farm, 27 Main Street, Hoby, LE14 3DT     
Tel: 07768 193849  E-mail: antoniadoyle7@gmail.com 
Advertising: Josie Brown, 3 Manor Farm Court, Tilton on the Hill, Leics   
LE7 9LS Tel: 0116 259 7663 E-mail: newellandjosie@btinternet.com 
Deliveries: Simon Blake Tel:01664 434580 E-mail: 
simon_blake@tiscali.co.uk 
Treasurer: Malcolm Britton, 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby, Melton 
Mowbray LE14 2NH  Tel: 01664 434490 E-mail: 
mrbritton1946@gmail.com 
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A note from the Editor 
Welcome to the December edition of Up the Wreake.  
 

On behalf of myself and the rest of the team, Malcolm, Vic, 
Josie and Simon, I would like to thank everyone involved in 
bringing the magazine to your door….. the subscribers, 
advertisers, distributors and contributors  without whose 
support the magazine could not succeed.  
 

As we approach the end of another year, it’s time to reflect 
on 2017 and prepare ourselves for the coming year ahead.  
We should continually strive to improve the magazine and 
expand the readership. With that in mind, a modest increase for the 
subscription to £10 will be applied for the coming year. This is required partly 
to meet rising costs but also to improve the quality (introducing some colour 
pages) and size of the magazine.  
 

We would like to wish you all, our treasured readers, a very happy and 
peaceful Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year. 
 

Up the Wreake! 

 
Would you like to advertise your business with us for the 

next 12 months? 
 

Up the Wreake costs per annum 
 Full page £200 
 Half page £150 
 Third of a page £100 

Please contact: 
Josie Brown,  
Tel: 0116 259 7663 
E-mail: 
newellandjosie@btinternet.com 
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December 
2017                           

Where to Worship in the 
Upper Wreake 

December 2 
Saturday 

3.00pm   Messy Christmas Frisby MC 

December 3 
Advent Sunday 

10.30am Advent Journey   
(with bread and wine) 

Hoby 

December 6 
Wednesday 

9.15am Holy Communion Frisby 

December 10 
Advent 2 

10.30am Advent Journey 
(with bread and wine) 

 

Brooksby 

6.00p
m 

Carol Service Rotherby 

December 11 
Monday 

7.00pm   Christmas Concert Brooksby 

December 13 
Wednesday 

9.15am Holy Communion Frisby 

December 15 
Friday 

7.00pm Carol Service Ragdale 

December 17 
Advent 3 

10.30am    Advent Journey 
 (with bread and wine) 

Frisby MC 

3.00p
m 

Carol Service Kirby Bellars 
6.00p

m 
United Carol Service Hoby 

December 18 
Monday 

7.00pm    Sing Christmas Frisby Bell and Brasserie 

December 20 
Wednesday 

 
 

9.15am    Holy Communion Frisby 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

10.30am Advent Journey 
(with bread and wine) 

Rotherby 

  6.00pm United Christingle 
Service 

Frisby 
11.15pm First Holy Communion 

of Christmas 
Ragdale 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

10.30am Family Holy  
Communion 

Kirby Bellars 

December 31 
Christmas 1 

10.30am United Group SWF 
service 

of Holy 
Communion 

Somerby 

MC = Methodist Centre/Church.  
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“telling the story of God's love” 
 

Christmas 
Unwrapped 

 
“So God had sex with Mary?” The immortal 

words of an 11 year old inner-city lad on a Christian summer camp. 
Stating the obvious, like the child's cry in The Emperor's New Clothes. 
Upsetting the status quo, like Mary's song after Gabriel's visit; “He has 
filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich empty away”. 

 

   Christmas cards might depict horse-drawn sleighs, reindeer, 
angels and a holy family with gold halos. And display sunny words like 
love, goodwill and merry. Yet when we turn to the gospel accounts of the 
first Christmas, we hear a very different tone; “Fear not!”. Disruption is 
at work …  

 

   I'm writing this on Hallowe'en, a festival that is “gloriously about 
being alive and having nothing to fear from the darkness and from dark 
powers”. Followers of Jesus need “not fear” - we can celebrate it as 
another Easter (albeit with pumpkins & sweets, instead of bunnies & 
chocolate eggs!).  

 

   Likewise at Christmas we realise that we live in parallel worlds. 
Philip Yancey writes, “One world consists of hills & fields & barns & 
politicians & shepherds watching their flocks by night. The other 
consists of angels & sinister forces and somewhere out there places 
called heaven & hell. One night, in the cold, in the dark, among the 
wrinkled hills of Bethlehem, those two worlds came together”. 

 

   God, who has no beginning, entered space & time at Christmas. 
God, who knows no limits, took on our mortal constraints – the 
shocking confines of a baby's skin at Christmas. Could it be true, Love 
came down at Christmas? A Creator descending to be born on one small 
planet? “Pleased, as man, with men to dwell / Jesus, our Emmanuel! / Hark! the 
herald angels sing / 'Glory to the newborn King!' ” 

 

If so, this is a story like no other. Do you ever wonder if what happens on 
this little planet, in our little lives, matters to the rest of the universe? Christmas 
says it matters, we matter, you matter. Join us this Christmas as we hear afresh 

the greatest story ever told.             rev'd david harknett
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WREAKE  MATTERS 
 

* Messy Christmas  for children, parents & 
grandparents * 

3-5pm on Saturday 2nd December, Frisby Methodist Centre 
 

* Advent Journey  with bread & wine  * 
10.30am on Sundays 3rd / 10th / 17th / 24th December 

(Hoby / Brooksby / Frisby Chapel / Rotherby) 
 

* Carol Concert * 
7pm on Monday 11th @ Brooksby 

 
* Carol Services * 

6pm on Sunday 10th @ Rotherby 
7pm on Friday 15th @ Ragdale 
 3pm on Sunday 17th @ Kirby 
6pm on Sunday 17th @ Hoby 

 
* Christingle * 

6pm on Sunday 24th December, St.Thomas' Frisby 
 

* Christmas Eve Midnight Communion * 
11.15pm on Sunday 24th December, All Saints' Ragdale 

 
* Christmas Day Family Communion * 

10.30am on Monday 25th December, St.Peter's Kirby Bellars
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Community Monthly Get-Togethers 
 

 

 

Kirby Bellars Drop In  
(Kirby Village Hall) 

on the first Wednesday of each month  
from 2.30 to 4.00pm 
(Details: Olive Batten 812913)    

 

Frisby Drop In (Frisby Methodist Centre) 
on the third Wednesday of each month 

2.00 to 4.00pm. 
 

We play cards, dominoes, have a chat to catch 
Up  on the village news. Also we have a cup of 

tea and biscuits and every so often we go out for lunch 
or afternoon tea. We would be delighted 

to welcome all new members. 
(Details: Pat Earl 434283) 

 

 

Frisby Friendship Club (Frisby Village Hall) 
 

We meet on the first Thursday of each month 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. 
Next meeting: Dec 7th - Stella Brooksby

 

Join with us for some convivial company,  
home-made refreshments, raffle, dominoes/whist or  
simply chat in friendly surroundings.  
(Details: Jhone Billings 01664 434582) 

 

 

 

Afternoon Tea & Cake at the Frisby Methodist Centre 
 

 
 

Our next meeting will be 
26th November 

We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month 
from2.30pm - 4.30pm so please come and join us.  

Jenny Hurst and Pru Smith 
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Frisby Village Hall 100 Club November 17 
1st Prize £50 A&M Westman 17 
2nd Prize £20 Jen Howes 86 
3rd Prize £5 Stella Brooksby 30  

  Drawn at The Village Hall Committee 
 

Hoby & District Village Hall 100 Club November 17 
1. No 25 Vida Pearson  £20 - Hoby 
2. No 98 Richard & Linda Prentice £15 – Hoby 
3. No 27 Lisa Wright £10 - Hoby 

Drawn by the Village Hall Committee.  
 

                Hoby Internet Café 
 

 
Can I remind readers that the Hoby Internet Café (The Greasy Spoon) is open  
on Monday and Thursday mornings at the Hoby Methodist Chapel, from 
10.00am to 12.00noon.  

 

We have laptops available and an IPad and can give basic instructions on their 
use to non technical people. If you have your own equipment and want some 
help bring it along and we’ll get you started.  
 

The café is open to everyone who lives in the area and a small charge of £2  
is made to cover costs of your tea/coffee and biscuits. If you just want to pop  
in and have a natter, you are most welcome. 

 

Terry Fleming 01664 434442 
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Weddings: 
    7th October Richard Swan and Deborah Beeken at Frisby Parish Church 
    14th October Thomas Fryer and Jade Furborough at Brooksby Parish Church 
    20th October Martin Blaza and Katryna Hawkins at Brooksby Parish Church 

 

Funerals: 
     17th November David Geary at Ragdale Parish Church. 

Baptisms: 
  1st October 2017 Jacob Michael George Farrow at Frisby Parish Church 

BAPTISM, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hoby and District Village 
Hall News 

 

The toilet drains have been replaced 
and re-routed and are now in 21st 
century working order. Our thanks 
go to Dan Danaher and his company 
who provided us with the speediest 
and most efficient remedy to the 
problem, the parish council for their 

expediency in dealing with the emergency so quickly and the funding made 
available from the Quintas Community Fund. 
We would like to say "Thank You" to everyone who may have been 
inconvenienced! Your patience was much appreciated. 

 
 

Did you know? 
Christmas supposedly marks the birth of Jesus Christ on December 25. But 
there is no mention of December 25 in the Bible and most historians actually 
believe he was born in the spring.  
 

December 25 was probably chosen because it coincided with the ancient 
pagan festival Saturnalia, which celebrated the agricultural god Saturn with 
partying, gambling, and gift-giving.  
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Cleaning Rota & Flower Arrangement for December 

 
Hoby Cleaning * NO FLOWERS 
3rd is Advent Sunday 
Week ending Saturday 2nd  * 

Sheila Warner 434895  
June Allsop 434280 

Week ending Saturday 16th *   All Help with cleaning and putting up 
Christmas Decorations at 10am. REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED 

Kirby Bellars Flowers 
26th – 3rd December Mrs A. Wileman 
10th – 17th December Mr T. Thomas 
24th – 31st December  Mrs J. Charles   
 

Kirby Bellars Cleaning  
David & Margaret Woodward,  Gay Dowell & Wendy Roulston 
 

THE PARISH OF THE UPPER WREAKE 
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd David Harknett  (01664) 434517     
Email: david.harknett@btinternet.com   
To whom all initial enquiries for baptisms, weddings and funerals should 
be made. Reader: Canon Malcolm Britton (01664) 434490  

Email: mrbritton1946@gmail.com 
Administrator:    Canon Vic Allsop    
Group Office:  Great Dalby Methodist Church, 29 Main Street, Great 

Dalby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 2ET. Office hours: Tuesday & Friday 9.15am 
to 2.30pm.Tel.: (01664) 561909  Email: clusteradmin@btinternet.com
Churchward
ens                               
 

 (01664)  (01664) 

FRISBY Pru Smith 434468 Simon Blake 434580 
K. BELLARS Vacant    
HOBY Vic Allsop 434697 Maureen 

Coleman 
434120 

ROTHERBY Vi Spencer 434241 Sue Smith 34175 
BROOKSBY Malcolm 

Britton 
434490 Jeanne Knowles 0779 623 

5444 
RAGDALE Jane Burgess 434003   
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HOBY TRUST 
 
 
 

The Trust is considering the preparation of “Welcome Packs” for new 
residents when they arrive in the Parish. Initial ideas include: 

 

A copy of the latest village magazine and details of how to subscribe 
Contact details for the Church and Methodist Chapel 

Contact details for the Parish Council 
Contact details for Village Hall bookings 

Details about the WI and contacts 
Details about the Local History Society and contacts 

Details about the Horticultural Society and annual show 
Details about the Art Group and contacts 
Details about Yoga/Pilates and contacts 

Opening hours for the Blue Bell 
Opening hours for Miles Nurseries 

Bus timetable 
Details of catchment schools and contacts 

Local footpaths 
Let me have your ideas. Terry Fleming, Chairman of Trustees,           

9 Holmfield, Hoby or by email to t_fleming@btinternet.com 
Registered Charity Number 513371 

 

Did you know?  Many of the popular Christmas traditions today found 
their roots in Saturnalia. Branches from evergreen trees were used during 
winter solstice as a reminder of the green plants that would grow in spring 
when the sun gods grew strong. These evergreen branches became the 
foundation of our Christmas tree. Germans are thought to be the first to 
bring “Christmas trees” into their homes at the holidays and decorate them 
with biscuits and lights.  
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The Christmas wreath is as popular today as it was when it was first 
introduced to the world. People take great pains to make these beautiful 
Christmas decorations but most people have no idea just how far back the 
tradition of the wreath really goes. It goes back to Pagan times and the ancient 
culture of the Persian Empire. The wreath that was hung on the doors of the 
family homes during this time was actually a symbol of wealth and importance. 
Granted, the wreaths of the Persian Empire were smaller than the ones that hang 
on doors today. As a matter of fact, they were worn on the head and were 
encrusted with jewels. The Greeks made wreaths of laurel that were placed on 
the heads of winning athletes during the Olympic Games.  
This tradition was continued by the Romans and 
they were worn on the heads of leaders, such as 
Julius Caesar. Eventually they moved from 
headgear to wall and door decorations, possibly 
as a souvenir of the athlete's victory. It is 
believed that this is how the tradition of hanging 
them on the wall was born. From here the 
tradition of hanging a wreath made of evergreen 
was started and it moved into Eastern Europe. 
The wreath was decorated with candles and lit 
during cold winter evenings in order to help rush 
in spring and the good weather. 

 
 

The Christmas wreath tradition moved from pagan traditions to a Christian good 
weather tradition, typically used by the Catholics. The wreath was hung up during 
Advent and they usually had four candles in the middle of the evergreen circle.    
The wreath today is a circle, signifying that it had no beginning and no end and is 
considered in the Christian religion a symbol of God and eternity. The candles in 
the wreath were traditionally white or three violets and one rose. Each candle was 
lit everyday with the exception of the middle candle which was not lit until 
Christmas Eve. They were usually lit right before dinner.                 
Whether you hand make a Christmas wreath or buy one from the store it is 
important to remember how the wreath got its start and to reflect upon what it 
means to you and your family. These holiday decorations are a joy to behold on 
every door and make your home look warm and inviting no matter how you 
decorate it. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE POLICE                
ADVICE & INFORMATION                  

Fuel theft 

 

Theft of fuel is a concern for the police and rural communities. Fuel is stolen 
from vehicles and storage tanks using siphoning equipment that can vary 
from basic tubes to more sophisticated arrangements involving pumps and 
the cutting of fuel lines.                                                         
Things to consider    

 wherever possible, keep vehicles in a secure area, preferably a 
garage, shed or outbuilding  

 consider the use of locking fuel caps  
 re-fuel vehicles just before the planned journey rather than leaving a 

vehicle fully fuelled overnight  
 park vehicles in areas that are well lit so they can be observed easily  
 use secure parking areas or compounds when vehicles are parked 

overnight, especially vehicles not parked at their operating base  
 consider the use of alarms. This could be on the vehicles themselves 

or for the perimeter of the parking/storage area  
 improve lighting and focus on vulnerable areas  
 fit anti-siphoning devices  
 install or confirm that existing CCTV is fit for purpose, and that it 

covers tanks and vulnerable vehicles  
 consider using fuel dyes  
 install cages and/or improve security that surrounds fuel storage 

tanks  
 consider using ‘bunded’ fuel tanks if your existing storage facility is 

not of that type  
 use defensive parking techniques, wherever possible. Park vehicles 

against solid objects on the fuel tank side to prevent access  
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 remove portable storage from the site (barrels and drums etc.) or 
make them secure  

 consider installing fuel cap alarms – wireless transmitters can be 
placed inside the screw cap of the fuel tank. A magnetic switch on the 
device sets off an alarm if the cap is opened or tampered with. More 
advanced systems can be linked to security lighting or send a text 
message to the owners or security provider. An isolation switch 
allows authorised access to the tank for refueling  

 make sure gates and compounds are locked and secure; consider 
fitting an anti-attack cover for the lock  

 do not leave keys in or near a vehicle where they can be easily found  
 arrange to check vehicles and premises outside of normal working 

hours  
 agricultural sites should consider portable refueling systems that can 

be locked in secure storage areas and not left in fields or stock yards  
 use appropriate signage at the entrance where security devices are 

being used. This will act as a deterrent  

LOCAL POLICE UPDATE  
Your local beat team is: 

 

Jon Barlow PC 1002 – 1st- 301st October2017 
The best way to contact us is by email. 
jon.barlow@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk      
      
HOBY - Burglary Dwelling – Rear patio doors forced 
Currently under investigation. 
 

RAGDALE - Burglary Dwelling – Key safe smashed off wall. Entry gained.    
Currently under investigation. 
 

If you go out make sure you lock up, if you have an alarm use it. Get friends or 
family to check your premises. Leave a car on the drive/outside where 
possible. 

 
Report any suspicious activity on 101 and obviously if a crime appears to be 
happening use 999. 
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Popular village hall gets £12,000 grant  
to keep everyone warm this winter 

 
 
 
 

Kirby Bellars Village Hall in Leicestershire have secured a £12,000 grant from 
Biffa Award; a multi-million pound fund that helps to build communities and 
transform lives through awarding grants to community and environmental 
projects across the UK, as part of the Landfill Communities Fund.   
 

The project will allow the refurbishment of the hall, replacing the heating and 
hot water system, while the village hall committee funds the installation of a 
new kitchen.  The current state of the village hall means it is often unusable 
over the winter months, when a lack of sufficient heating makes it an 
uncomfortable and unsafe place. With mould on the walls and clay tiles 
underfoot, a village hall with lots of potential is being sadly overlooked by the 
local community. The grant from Biffa Award will transform the space, 
making it a warm and welcoming environment, whatever the weather 
outside. 

 

Lyn Spence, Kirby Bellars Village Hall Committee member, said: “Our heating 
failed in October 2016, after decades of sounding like a jet aircraft when it 
fired up, and we are excited that work will now take place to replace it. It is so 
encouraging to see the transformation now underway – this is vital 
maintenance to such a valuable community resource” 

 

Emma Ansell, leader of the regular Hatha Yoga sessions, said: “The 
improvements to Kirby Bellars Village Hall will be most welcome. I struggled 
over winter last year to ensure the hall was warm enough for a Sunday 
morning yoga session. I hope that with a warmer environment I might be able 
to expand to other events such as a coffee morning or yoga workshops, and 
even further yoga classes for children after-school”  

 

Gillian French, Biffa Award Head of Grants, said: “Kirby Bellars Village Hall is 
well-loved by the community, but sadly it has needed refurbishment for many 
years. With a Biffa Award grant made possible by the Landfill Communities 
Fund, this village hall will once again become a warm, welcoming and vibrant 
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place for the local community to use and enjoy. We are really proud to have 
helped fund this project” 

 

For further information please contact: Angus Smith, Project Manager, Kirby 
Bellars Village Hall, angus.smith@tiscali.co.uk . Beth Rowland, 
Communications Officer, Biffa Award: 01636 670038, media@wildlifetrusts.org  

 

Biffa Award Since 1997, Biffa Award has awarded grants totalling more than 
£156 million to thousands of worthwhile community and environmental 
projects across the UK. The programme administers money donated by Biffa 
Group Ltd through the Landfill Communities Fund. www.biffa-award.org 

 

Landfill Communities Fund The Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) is an 
innovative tax credit scheme enabling operators (LOs) to contribute money to 
organisations enrolled with ENTRUST as Environmental Bodies (EBs). EBs use 
this funding for a wide range of community and environmental projects in the 
vicinity of landfill sites. LOs are able to claim a credit (currently 4.2%) against 
their landfill tax liability for 90% of the contributions they make.  Since its 
inception in 1996, over £1.4billion has been spent on more than 51,000 
projects across the UK.  For further information please visit 
www.entrust.org.uk or see HMRC’s general guide to landfill tax.  

 

Did you know – Christmas facts                                  
1.  Even before the time of Christ, evergreen trees were seen in winter as a 
symbol of fertility.                                              
2.  A ‘Tree of Paradise’ was also used in old mystery plays to symbolise the 
Garden of Eden. Apples hung on it may be the origin of tree decorations.     
3.  Since 1947, the tree in London’s Trafalgar Square has been a gift each 
year from the city of Oslo, Norway.                                 
4.  Real Christmas trees came eighth in a survey of the nation’s favourite 
smells in 2004, just behind the sea but ahead of perfume.               
5.  Manufactured Christmas tree ornaments were first sold by Woolworths 
in 1880.                                                      
6.  Even before the time of Christ, evergreen trees were seen in winter as a 
symbol of fertility.                                             . 
7.  The average Christmas tree contains about 30,000 bugs and insects.      
8.  Martin Luther is credited with the idea of lights on Christmas trees. The 
16th-century monk added candles to his tree to look like stars in a forest.   
8.  The first use of the term ‘Christmas tree’ in English was in 1835. 
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Welcome to Frisby 
 

Thinking about the probable arrival of relatively large numbers of new 
residents to Frisby, who would appreciate information about the wide range 
of activities available in the village, it seems that a Welcome Pack would be 
very helpful. 

 

Why not do it now?  
 

New people join our community all the time, and unless they are 
introduced to the Community Magazine, may not be aware of the range of 
delights on offer. Packs could be assembled fairly simply, with each 
organisation producing an invitation with information on their range of 
activities and contact details. Once assembled, the organisers would need to 
be notified by neighbours that a Pack is needed. 

 

There may well be new residents who have joined us in the last six months, 
who would appreciate a Pack now. 

 

Are there some Frisby organisations missing? 
 

Flower Club 
Wine Appreciation Society 
Frisby Live 
Indoor Bowls 
Frisby Players 
Frisby Drop In 
Friends of Frisby Old School 
The Bell 
Frisby News 
Frisby School 

 

 

Frisby Pre-School 
Frisby Friendship Club 
Methodist Chapel 
Frisby Church 
Frisby Fencers 
Frisby Creatives 
The Community Magazine 
Afternoon Tea and Cake 
Parish Council 
Village Hall Committee 

 
Is this something our community would like to support? 

 

If you are an organiser of a Frisby activity would you want to contribute to a 
Welcome Pack? 

 

Initially, comments to juliephillips@hotmail.com 
 

 

Did you know?  Though Santa Claus has worn blue and white and green in 
the past, his traditional red suit came from a 1930s ad by Coca Cola. 
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Vida’s December & January Gardening tips! 
Well, here we are at the end of one year and almost the start of another! 
 

There are many small things want doing at this time of the year so I shall 
share some of them with you. 
If you have a pond with fish in it is 
vital you do not allow the water to 
completely freeze over so, here is 
a trick my Dad used on his pond. 
Throw half a dozen ping pong balls 
in the pond and they will keep 
moving in the breeze and will not 
allow the ice to form or just sitting 
there keeping a hole in the ice to 
allow air in and creatures out.  

 

The greenhouse - If you use it in the winter, you will need to keep an eye on if 
you have plants in there. Keep deadheading and watch for BOTRYTIS (grey 
mould) as there are many bugs that could be hiding under leaves or in cracks. 
They can all be devastating if left to their own devises. Whenever possible 
open the door or window to ventilate the greenhouse. 
 

If we have a wet spell and you get very soggy patches on your lawn, just get 
the fork out and push the tines in as deep as you can so the water will soak 
away. If it’s frosty then please try not to walk on your lawn as this could cause 
damage to the blades of grass. 
 

You still have time to prune your apple and pear tree but not wall trained 
trees which should be left until the spring. 
 

When you have finished with your Christmas tree, either plant it in a corner 
or large pot so you can use it again next year, but if you don’t want to keep it 
or it is a rootless tree then please recycle it. 
 

The fading flowers, shortening daylight hours, crisp, cold winter days, all 
decide our gardening ways. 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas full of love and joy and a Happy New Year full of 
new memories made. 
See you next year Vida   
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Tree Sparrows 
Tree sparrows are slightly smaller than house sparrows with a rich chestnut 
coloured crown and nape and a black patch on each white cheek. The sexes 
are similar in plumage colouration so being unable to separate in the field. 
Keep an eye out in your garden this 
autumn/winter as tree sparrows have been 
confirmed as breeding in Hoby village this 
year. In our licensed bird ringing mode we 
were able to catch and fit metal rings to 
both adult birds when they visited our 
garden in late May. During this process we 
were able to confirm they were actively 
breeding due to the presence of a brood  

 

patch on the female bird. Confirmation of their breeding was later reinforced 
when we noted two juvenile birds accompanying one of the adult birds on 
several occasions.  
 

Tree sparrows can be extremely mobile in nature outside the breeding season 
and may have already left the village to wander off investigating other areas 
to find food. Over the period 1974-1999 the tree sparrow population in the 
UK crashed by a staggering 95%.  
 

A scientific study was undertaken at Rutland Water in the late 1990s to try to 
understand the reasons for this dramatic decline of this enigmatic farmland 
bird. Its enigma lies in its ability, under the right conditions, to establish a new 
breeding colony over a period of several years and then, just as quickly, 
disappear from the site altogether. The study concluded that the decline in 
tree sparrow numbers coincided with the decline of many other farmland 
species as a result of farming intensification. This is mirrored in similar 
findings in Switzerland and Germany where changes in agricultural practices 
has been cited as the cause of tree sparrow declines.  
 

Tree sparrows are generally associated with farms containing mature 
hedgerows on the edge of crop fields where there is water present. Streams, 
ponds and water-filled ditches naturally attract the invertebrates they require 
to feed to their young. They also have a long breeding season, from the end 
of April through to the end of August, during which time, if the correct 
conditions prevail, they will rear 2 or 3 broods. Tree sparrows need the 



19

 

 
 

mature trees and hedgerows for nesting. They are hole nesters so rely on 
dead or dying trees to be left in place.  
 

You can help by putting up nest boxes on the edge of your garden or, if you 
are a landowner, with mature hedgerows near crops or on woodland edges. A 
small nest box similar to a blue tit box is all that is required, with a 32mm 
diameter hole. As tree sparrows nest colonially several boxes in close 
proximity would be advantageous 
 

The boxes should be sited in a quiet location facing away from the prevailing 
wind, tilted slightly downwards and fixed high enough as not to be interfered 
with by cats or other ground predators. 

 

One small local success story we have been involved in for the last 11 years is 
the tree sparrow colony at Burrough Hill Country Park. Here we have been 
maintaining and monitoring nest boxes; ringing chicks in the boxes; and 
ringing free flying birds visiting the nearby feeding station. Owing to the loss 
of 2 mature trees over the last 3 years, the breeding population has declined 
slightly but we are hopeful of getting it back up to the breeding numbers of 
2013 and 2014 by erecting more nest boxes. Without the local farmer’s 
dedication in maintaining this feeding station we may have lost the birds 
some years ago. 
 

If you do spot any tree sparrows around the Parish we would be most 
interested to hear from you. 
Candice and Garry Barker (gbarker2@btinternet.com) 

 

 
As a follow-up to our article in the May 2017 edition of ‘Up the Wreake’, 
which described the fitting of nest boxes in Hoby church tower for nesting 
swifts, below is a brief update. 
 

The swifts arrived back into the Parish in their usual flurry screeching as they 
circled around the skies above the Hoby church. There was a lot of activity 
around the tower where the contact calls were being played.   
 

Swifts were seen on many occasions flying round and round and going in 
towards the tower for a closer look. We never saw any actually enter the 
boxes or found evidence of the boxes having been used. This was really to be 
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expected as this is the norm but we had our fingers crossed that we would be 
lucky enough to get them in our first season.   
Everyone we have spoken to has said 
it could take several years, so we 
must be patient! However, the good 
news is, after the last few years, 
where we have seen a decline in 
natural nests on the church this year, 
the number of natural nests has 
increased to 6. This is very pleasing as, 
when we started monitoring the   

 

swifts nesting under the eaves of Hoby church in 2010, there were 8 nests 
and in 2016 there were only 4, a 50% decline in just 6 years. Hence the reason 
we are excited about discovering 2 new nests this year. So for now the 
equipment is disconnected and will be stored ready for next season. Thank 
you to all who have endured the regular playback of the swift calls 
throughout the breeding season it did make a difference to the swift numbers 
in our village.  
Candice and Garry Barker 
 

Winter bird feeding tips   
Winter is the hardest time of year for all our wildlife to survive due to scarcity 
of food. Fat balls [seeds mixed with fat] will be popular additions to your 
feeding stations and are readily available to buy. 
* Clean off feeders, platforms and perches after each storm so seed is easily 
accessible. 
* Leave fruit and berries on trees, hedges and bushes to provide a natural 
source of food throughout the winter.                                 
*Add a heated bird bath to your backyard or place a safe heating element in a 
regular bird bath to provide birds with liquid water.                  
*Stamp or shovel snow around feeders to provide easier access to spilled 
seed for ground feeding birds.                                      
*Leave nesting boxes and bird houses up all year round to provide winter 
roosting sites.                                                
*With care and consideration, backyard birding can be an exhilarating hobby 
throughout the winter, with birdsong and backyard visits to brighten the 
coldest, darkest days of the season. 
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Exploring Russia (part 2) 
 

 
 
One day we had a delicious BBQ in a nature preserve. There were also 
charming wooden dachas selling local handicrafts of excellent quality. Many 
of us were drawn by the smell of warm gingerbread and sampled this before 
being tempted to buy. 
 

Whilst we were cruising along, the ship ran a Russian language course, a 
Russian dancing class & also a Russian singing class. Participants in the latter 
two demonstrated their talents one evening after dinner. The language was 
most interesting and not too difficult to learn to speak, the problem comes in 
writing it as they use the Cyrillic alphabet with all its funny symbols. It was 
good to at least be able to speak to the crew who were Russian and 
appreciated our efforts.   
 

Another highlight was a vodka tasting evening. We were told that the correct 
way to drink vodka is to knock it straight back but that seems a waste 
especially as some of the vodkas were honey-based for example and very 
tasty. The drinks were served with plates of herrings, gherkins and olives, all 
delicious. We were also treated to a Russian tea with different cakes and 
pastries accompanied by Russian teas.   
 

We were taken onto the Bridge and the captain explained how the ship 
functioned and we were able to look at everything. The captain generally was 
very visible during the whole cruise & very friendly. All the crew were Russian.  
  

The final part of our cruise was in St Petersburg on the Neva River at the head 
of the Gulf of Finland only 6 degrees below the Arctic Circle. We had heard so 
much about this wonderful city and it did not disappoint.   
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On our first day there we had a bus tour around the principle sights including 
the Cathedral and the Palace Square which is enormous and after a lazy 
afternoon relaxing on deck in warm sunshine, in the evening we went on a 
boat trip round the canals. We sat on an open deck and like Moscow the city 
was beautifully illuminated and it was another amazing experience.   
 

Our final day saw us visiting the Winter Palace and Hermitage Museum, the 
main residence of the Tsars from the 1760’s. This is now a stunning museum 
of six magnificent buildings along the embankment of the Neva River with 
some 3 million items of art. It is difficult to know where to look next there is 
so much to see. Whilst eating a picnic lunch in the coach we were taken to 
Peterhof the most famous and beautiful suburb of St Petersburg to the 
official summer residence of past Russian Emperors. Whilst there we went to 
the famous Amber Room which consists of over 6 tonnes of intricately carved 
brilliantly coloured amber covering 55 square metres. The original was 
disassembled and taken away by the Germans in WW2 and never found.  It 
has been rebuilt using photographs and old drawings, partly funded by 
donations from Germany and dedicated in 2003 as part of the 300-year 
celebrations of St Petersburg.                 
 

A busy day was rounded off by a visit to see Swan Lake at the Hermitage 
theatre in the Winter Palace. A wonderful end to a most interesting and 
fascinating trip.   
 

The food was very good, an impressive buffet breakfast with different local 
cold meats, cheeses, olives, salads, sticky buns, breads, pancakes, eggs, 
porridge, etc. Lunch and dinner always started with a salad, then soup 
(including the Russian Borche), (one of the guides told us that they have soup 
every day either at lunch or dinner) a main course of meat or local fish and 
dessert. The dessert was generally a fairly sickly cake arrangement but there 
was always fresh fruit as an alternative.   
 

General impression is of a country at ease with itself, if Putin stands for 
re-election next year there is a 100% expectation that he will easily win. The 
people are very friendly and welcome tourists so long as they behave, very 
clean, good food and a wonderful history.  
 

Jeanne Knowles 
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Grand opening of Great Dalby farm  
 

The farmers’ markets of London and Market Harborough have long 
appreciated fine quality meat produced by March House Farm, situated 
between Great Dalby and Kirby Bellars. Farmed by four generations of the 
Belcher family, land at March House Farm is now managed by sons Dan and 
Tom, with help from parents Mike and Heather. 

 

On Saturday 25 November, March House Farm opened its first farm shop, 
designed to bring a delicious range of fresh meats and seasonal produce to 
the local Leicestershire market. Former International cricketer Matthew 
Hoggard MBE officially opened the farm shop at 11am.   
 

Dan Belcher said: “We’re particularly excited to have opened our new farm 
shop, butchery and deli which builds upon the butchery business we started 
in 1999. We’ll be extending by opening a café next spring. While we’ve sold 
meat at the farm gate for a few years, we’ve always wanted to develop our 
farm shop offering further. We have our freshly barbecued produce for 
customers to taste on the opening day.” 
 

March House Farm produces top 
quality beef, lamb and pork 
from its farms in Great Dalby 
and Little Dalby and by cutting 
out the middle man, offers 
prices comparable to those you 
would find at the 
supermarket.  Its ridge and 
furrow pasture is rich in natural 
grasses and herbs and this is  
 

 
reflected in the excellent quality of meat. 
 

Dan Belcher continued: “We cut and prepare all the meat on the premises, so 
if you’ve any special requirements for a dinner party such as a crown roast or 
a guard of honour, then you can order what you want especially from us.   
 

For Christmas, we have turkeys, geese and cockerels so please come and 
place your order with us.” March House Farm, Top End, Great Dalby, Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE14 2HA. 
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Open	  from	  25th	  November	  everyday	  

10am	  –	  6pm	  

Freshly	  cut	  Christmas	  Trees,	  	  

Seasonal	  Gifts,	  Fire	  Logs	  and	  more…	  

	  

Find	  us	  at	  the	  bottom	  of	  Paradise	  Lane	  

	  

Local	  Delivery	  available	  

	  

Facebook.com/ChristmasPopUp	  
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Top End, Great Dalby, Leics  LE14 2HA
(On the Great Dalby to Kirby Bellars road) 

T: 01664 563919
For more information visit

www.marchhousefarm.com

CHRISTMAS
OPEN IN TIME FOR

Monday 9 till 1
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8 till 5

Friday 8 till 7
Saturday 8 till 5

Sunday 10 till 3.30

Fabulous new farm shop and butchery open now at
March House Farm, Great Dalby

Open 7 days a week: 

Top quality home grown beef, lamb and pork as well as 
Christmas turkeys, geese and cockerels at excellent prices.

BUTCHERY
& DELI

FARM SHOP
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Frisby Village 
Hall  

presents a 

Book your table! 
Dianne Widdowson: 434571 
Rodney Brooksby: 434402 
Frisby News / Post Office 

Christmas 
QUIZ NIGHT 

 

Friday 1 December 
7pm for 7.30pm 

Frisby Village Hall 
 

£12 per person incl. fish and 
chip supper from the van 

(7.45pm) 
teams of 4 

Christmas-themed general 
knowledge 

Prizes for best Christmas outfit  
(fancy dress not compulsory)  

 

Licensed bar 
 

All profits to the 
Village Hall Refurbishment fund 

 

Limited numbers: 
Tables must be booked in advance 
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Frisby on the Wreake Flower & Garden Club 
 

 

2nd December 2017 from 10am to 4pm 
This will be our Christmas Day School 

in Hoby Village Hall 
A Demonstration and Workshop will be led 

by Florist & Teacher Claire Booth 
The day will include our legendary Christmas 

Lunch 
Book early places are limited. 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a fundraising event 
happening soon? 

Send us some information and we’ll 
SHOUT about it for you.  
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TICKETS ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR THIS GREAT LIVE 
CHRISTMAS EVENT IN HOBY ON SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER:

CALL ANGUS WALKER ON 01664 434 482 OR 
EMAIL anguswalker09@gmail.com TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE 
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BROOKSBY  

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
in St Michael & All Angels Church,  

on Monday 11th December  
at 7.00pm 

 
with The Ratcliffe Chorale 

 

 A retiring collection will be taken to support the  
Pokhari School in Eastern Nepal 

Seasonal Refreshments in Brooksby Hall 
afterwards 

 
All welcome 
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The Carpenter’s Arms 

 
would be delighted to welcome you to their  

Carol Service. 
Thursday, December 14th 

17.00-18.30 
at the Six Hills Site. 

 

 

 

 

 
HOBY CHURCH AT CHRISTMAS 

 
Do come and join us on  

16th December at 10am to help 
decorate the church for Christmas, 

refreshment provided. 
 

Our Carol Service will be on 
17th December at 6pm, we would love to 

see you all there. 
At the service we will be dedicating a 

new nativity set and stable to the memory 
of Joan Stubbs, a dear friend of the Church. 
Do come and see this lovely addition to the 

church’s preparations for Christmas, a 
season of the year that Joan loved.         

To finish, of course, mulled wine and mince 
pies. 
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FRISBY SCHOOL 
During class 3’s first term, we have 
focused a lot of our learning on the topic 
‘Ancient Egypt’. Children have 
thoroughly enjoyed all aspects that we 
have covered. In English we have looked 
at the book ‘Flat Stanley- The Great 
Egyptian Robbery’ We used this book 
when looking at characterisation and 
diary entries. There were lots of 
opportunities for drama and hot seating, 
which children loved!  
 
Our exciting Egyptian facts! 
As a class we have learnt many facts about ‘Ancient Egypt’ through our 
History and Geography lessons. Here are some facts that the children have 
remembered.  
 

“Each pyramid block weighs on average the same as two and half fully grown 
elephants.”- Isla 

 

“The Ancient Egyptians invented the mummification process where a hook up 
the nose was used to pull out the brain.”- Ruby. A 

 

“Ancient Egyptians believed mummies travelled through to the afterlife once 
they died.”- Chloe 

 

“The River Nile is the longest river in the world and travels through nine 
countries.”-Leah 

 

“All organs except the heart were removed and put into jars called ‘canopic 
jars’.”- Leo 
“Until 1970, the Rive Nile flooded every year. Now it doesn’t because they 
use a dam to control the water flow.”- Alfie 

 

My style     
At the beginning of the term children were given the opportunity to 
participate in a ‘My Style’ homework challenge. They were asked to focus on 
the theme ‘Ancient Egypt’ and create, make, draw or build something that 
they could bring into school and share with the class. Some children have 
shared their homework below. 
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My Style Egyptian Pyramids 
I chose a pyramid because there are lots of different things 
to do with it like facts and games. The largest of the 
pyramids was built by Khufu which was 146.5 m tall. 
Hundreds of tourists every year visit the Great Pyramids, 
which were built about 4,500 years ago.  
 

My style food homework 
I chose to make an Egyptian meal. A lot of ingredients were needed such as 
onions, figs, leeks, plums, melon, lettuce, lentils, turnip, grapes and garlic. The 
recipe was a bit complicated but I had help to make it. A fact that I know is, 
the River Nile is one of the main water sources and provides fertile land to 
grow the above food. Mia 
 

Potato casserole my style 
We have been learning about Ancient Egypt and 
we all tried to do a ‘My Style’. I made a potato 
casserole and it was rather spicy so only some 
people liked it. I chose to make this dish as it 
was different to everybody else’s. I also enjoyed 
listening to other people’s recipes.  
 

 
 

My Style pyramid 
I chose to make a pyramid because I thought it would be fun. I made it out of 
clay, bricks and PVA glue. I also made a tiny mummy, which I used a doll 
made out of bandages and PVA glue. My favourite part of our Ancient Egypt 
topic was writing about an explanation text about the mummification facts. 
Here is a fact about mummification. When they died the heart was left inside 
the body as they thought it was important to have in the afterlife. Isla 
 

My Style Egyptian jewellery  
I chose to make some Egyptian jewellery because no one else 
had made some and I also like to make things. Ancient 
Egyptians liked to wear jewellery and it belonged to wealthy 
people. 
 

If children’s enjoyment of this topic could be measured in 
steps then we could easily walk to Egypt and back!  
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DISTRICT WI  ~ Carol Singing 

 
Monday 18th December from 6.30pm 

Hoby & District WI will be carol singing around Rotherby on the evening 
of Monday 18th December in aid of The Eve Appeal. This is a UK national 
charity that raises awareness of and funds research in to the five 
gynaecological cancers. If you are not in that evening but would like to make 
a donation, please deliver to 24 Main Street (with a note of your address). 
Why not get into the mood for Christmas and join us? We will be meeting at 
6.30pm at 24 Main Street Rotherby; if you can’t get there by 6.30pm you can 
always catch up with us later. Children and loud singers are most welcome. 

 

ROTHERBY VILLAGE WINTER WALK
 

The fourth annual ROTHERBY WINTER WALK will take place 
whatever the weather on Wednesday 27th December 2017 

 

This event is suitable for people of all ages. The walk is just under  
4 friendly path field miles in a circular route from Rotherby Church.  
Dogs are welcome. 

 
 
 

Starting at ROTHERBY GRANGE 
opposite the Church at 1030am, on 
completion walkers will be 
welcomed back at the Church with 
hot soup and rolls. Why not find 
your walking shoes or wellies and 
bring your family and friends to 
walk off the Christmas excesses 
whilst 

at the same time raising funds for our lovely Church. A minimum donation of 
£5 per adult is requested.  

To register (for catering purposes) contact Sue Smith 01664434175 or email 
elizabeth.smith255@btinternet.com 
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What’s on in January & beyond!  

HOBY & DISTRICT WI 
         January Supper Thursday 11th January, 7.30pm 

 

Relax after the hectic festive season and enjoy an 
evening of good food and good wine with good 
friends. Price for guests: £12.50 (two courses and 
wine), 7.30pm at Hoby & District Village Hall. You 
are all most welcome but to ensure that we have 
enough food and wine can you let Sue know if you 
intend to join us on: 01664 434866; 
secretaryhobywi@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Hoby and District Local History Society Events – 2018 

“Leicester Cathedral Revealed –  
yesterday, today & tomorrow”  

by The Very Reverend David Monteith, Dean of Leicester. 
 

Hoby & District Village Hall,  
Wednesday 17th January, 7.30pm 

There has been a St Martins church on the site since at least Norman 
times, and quite possibly considerably longer. Whilst excavating for 
foundations for a new spire in the 1860s, the builders found clear 

evidence of a significant Roman building on the site, possibly a temple. 
 
 
 

Two pillar bases excavated at the time are currently held in safe storage 
by the city council. David will chart some of the major developments and 
look ahead to the plans which are currently being developed to complete 
the re-ordering work by 2020 through a £11.3 million project called 
‘Leicester Cathedral Revealed’.
David Monteith has been Dean of Leicester since 2013. He led the 
process which resulted in the completion of the first stage of major 
reordering in the cathedral building since 1927. This included 
everything associated with the reinterment of King Richard III.  

All are welcome; the price for non members is £2.00 (pay on door). 
For further information contact: Diane 01664 434422 / 

secretary@hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk www.hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 
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The History Wardrobe Presents 

FROCKS ON PARADE! 
 

                 

Fabulous Fashion  
from the 40’to the 90’s 

Thursday 15th March 2018, £12.00 
Hoby & District Village Hall (LE14 3DT) 

7.30pm (doors open 7pm) 
Come with us on a sensational journey through the clothes and 

culture of five decades, beginning with wartime austerity and ending 
with 'anything goes'. “Frocks on Parade” is a light hearted and 
entertaining show that weaves stories illustrating the culture of an era 
around the fashion of the times. From the new look to the new 
romantics, from flower power to power dressing, this costumes in 
context evening has it all. Whether it was you, your mother or your 
grandmother wearing these clothes, there is something for everyone. It 
promises to be a brilliant “Do you remember?” experience, with fantastic 
music and beautiful frocks from the History Wardrobes collection of 
period costumes. Tickets limited so book now. NOT TO BE MISSED! 

 

Bar available.  
Tickets from: diane@horsfste.plus.com 

Diane 01664 434422; Sheila 01664 434401; Diana 01664 434093 
All proceeds to All Saints Church Hoby maintenance fund 
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Tony’s Competition Corner 

 
 

This Wordsearch contains 60 words relating to Christmas. The problem is, 
I’m not telling you what they are! The words can be forwards, backwards, 

up, down and both ways diagonally. How many can you get? 
Merry Searching and a Happy New Year! 

 

Colloquial Expressions 2 Quiz Answers 
1. Piles (Stacks) of money  
2. A lost cause 
3. Free and easy 
4. Eyes in the back of your head 
5. See eye to eye 
6. In between jobs 

 

7. Done to a turn 
8. Work part time 
9. At a dead end 
10. Beat about the bush 
11. Right between the eyes 
12. A bird in the hand 
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All Saints Church, Ragdale 
was the setting for Evensong on  
10th October 2017. It was a poignant 
Service both commemorating and 
giving thanks for the life of Thomas 
Herbert Hatton, the village’s sole 
WW1 casualty who died at Ypres and 
has no known grave, exactly one 
hundred years ago – 0/10/1917. 

 

The large congregation was delighted 
to welcome Thomas’ great niece, 
Felicity (née Boulter) and her 
husband David Robertson who, at the 
conclusion of the Service, laid a 
wreath of poppies on the grave of 
Thomas’ brother Francis – the stone 
of which also commemorates 
Thomas.  

 

The evening ended convivially with 
wine and canapés.  

 

Donations from the voluntary 
collection will be used to fund a 
permanent memorial to Thomas. 

 

Ragdale DCC would like to thank all 
those who helped in any way to 
make the evening memorable -  
 

Rev. David Harknett, Canon Malcolm 
Britton, Canon Vic Allsop,  
Tony Geary and The Ratcliffe Chorale, the 
organist John Norburn and  
Diane Horsfield. 
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Hoby Church, Christmas Market. 
As a new fund-raising and social event this year, Hoby Christmas Market saw a 
dozen stalls at the Village Hall, with a variety of lovely gifts for the early 
Christmas shopper. There was also a well-stocked church stall of cakes and other 
produce. 

 

The day was good for catching up with friends from around the local villages and 
for spending some time together. There was a variety of refreshments, tea and 
coffee and many different sorts of cake to go with it and served all day were 
lovely bacon cobs and a choice of warming winter soups.  

 

At the end of the day, and after expenses, £600 was raised for ongoing church 
projects at All Saints’, Hoby.  Many people commented on the great 
atmosphere at the event. If we do it again, please come and see us! 

Maureen and Vic – Churchwardens. 

 
 

 

 

Chansons and Tangos Concert, Friday 10th November 
Edgars Cuzinskis (accordion) and Alan Thomas (guitar) demonstrated their  
prodigious talents and the full mastery of their instruments by entertaining 
a packed audience at the Village Hall on Friday evening.   
 

 

We were treated to a memorable evening of Argentinean Tangos,  
romantic French songs and many other foot tapping melodies.  
Many thanks to all who supported this event and I will be sending over £400 
to Loros. Terry Fleming  
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www.strawberrylettingsandsales.co.uk  Tel: 01509 414798

 One of the last remaining independents, 
offering a personal, high quality service.

 We have over 
45 years 

experience
in the property 

marketplace!

Stress free, Local specialists
Call us now to see what we can do for you!

You’ll be glad you did.

Selling or letting 
your property?
 • We offer realistic valuations
 • We produce great professional photos
 • We have a great track record
 • We provide a nonsense friendly service

FOOD SERVED
Tuesday night for Homemade Pies 

5.30 – 8.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday (Wednesday Sausage and Mash Night)
12.00 – 2.30pm       5.30 – 8.30pm

Traditional Sunday Lunch
12.00 – 4.00pm

Christmas Menu available from Friday 1st December
Tel: 01664 434736   Email: thebellinnfrisby2@gmail.com

www.thebellinnfrisby.co.uk

T he Bell Inn 2 MAIN STREET
FRISBY ON THE WREAKE
MELTON MOWBRAY
LE14 2NJFine Ales and Good Food

Bookings  
advised 
please
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Financial advice on… 
• Pensions 
• Life Assurance 
• Income Protection 
• Retirement Planning 
• Savings & Investments 

Tel: 01664 483124 www.MillLane.com 
20 Norman Way, Melton Mowbray LE13 1JE

Mill Lane Asset Management is a trading style of Active Financial Partners Limited
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Head Of�ice: 5 Lancer House, Hussar Court, Westside View, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7SE
Tel: 02392 239810  

Asfordby based serving Melton’s villages

Please call me on 
07951 840018 or 01664 513000 

to book or to discuss your requirements.

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS & THE NEW YEAR

www.martinsofasfordby.com
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The Dovecote 
8a Mill Road, Rearsby  

Leicester LE7 4YN
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The one with the right advice …. is closer than you think
Expert knowledge and advice on a wide range of legal matters

We’re just a phone call away, so get in touch today, on 0116 242 6010

• Litigation/Dispute Resolution
• Family/Divorce/Children
• Personal Injury
• Criminal Law

• Property
• Wills/Probate/Trusts
• Powers of Attorney            
• Employment

•

HAIR STUDIO
UNISEX SALON

Full head of highlighting mesh / foils
- from £56.00 including blow dry

Gents hair only - £8.00  ·  Clipper cut - £6.50
EAR PIERCING - £15.00

includes gold studs and aftercare
Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon

Thursday and Friday late night opening

01664 424802
40 THE GREEN, THRUSSINGTON

	

Church Lane, Frisby on the Wreake
Sessions Mondays & Thursdays 

9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9.00am - 12 noon
For further details contact

Suzie Hefford on
01664 434784 / 434316
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Fully heated Kennels & Cattery
2 acre paddock for exercising

Doggie Day Care
Animal Foods

www.kirbykennels.co.uk

Tel: 01664 812102

Open all year
to board your Dogs and Cats

The UK’s leading Spa on your doorstep
    * Spa Days * 
* Spa Breaks * 

* Country Club Membership *            

   Ragdale Gift Vouchers make the ideal gift
www.ragdalehall.co.uk or call  01664 434 831

Ragdale Hall Health Hydro & Thermal Spa

VIC COOPER
CONTRACTS

 Professional Builder  
& Property Developer

For all your building needs
Estimates & advice freely given

Tel: (01664) 434432
email: coopersstable@yahoo.com


